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Cavit Bey, according to the notes he took on 16 October 1918, states that
the assembly had gathered, that he gave information on staff officer Nuri
Bey’s general situation, and he explains in his statements that “we have
only 6,5 Liras currently and even if there are banknotes equal to 2 million
on the way, it will not be possible to receipt an invoice and withdraw it
since the equivalents had not been restored”.! Therefore stands a terrible
scene. As for the people who govern the country, with however
carelessness, they would deposit millions of Ottoman Liras to the German
banks. Those numbers are truly remarkable. Exactly 11.5 million Ottoman
liras in total. Thus is it possible to talk about the scientificity of conclusions
based on predictions, without answering the question with documents
“why this big amount of money had not been invested into war power and
had been transferred to alleged personal accounts?” since the war economy
destroyed every other sector and while the income of the Devlet-i Alieyye
do not increase under the war conditions?

It is said that in 1915 and 1916, the amounts of money mentioned above
had been transferred to the “personal accounts” in Berlin of Talat Pasa,
Enver Pasa and Cemal Pasa. Paradoxically it is argued that the money that
was transferred in 1915 was the credit that Germany and Austria gave to
Duyun-iUmumiye of Ottoman Empire, the one that had been transferred
in 1916 is said to be deposited to the personal accounts of Talat, Enver
and Cemal Pasa in Berlin. On the one hand, it has been stated that there is
no information about the source of the money transferred to personal
accounts of Ittihadists, while it has been “presumed” that “this money
might belong to Armenians”. On the other hand, it is said that, with
quotations from various resources, these gold are related with the jewelries
and similar precious jewels of the Armenians that has been seized and put
in Ottoman Banks. Finally, thereby with expressing that the money and
jewelries seized in various places had been sent to Istanbul, it is assumed
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that “it is not possible to have a direct relation with the money that had been
transferred to Berlin and the Money deposited there, but that might be the
situation.” Taking into consideration the fact that Britain paid GBP 5000 to a
group of British citizen from Canada and of Armenian origin, it is necessary
to question the scientific basis of the arguments by the British that this money
belong to the Armenians. Instead of uttering groundless assumptions based on
mere “possibilities”, a consideration of the documents given below will prove
the validity of scientific approach.

Arsiv Belgeleri

Cavit Bey, 16 Ekim 1918 giinline dair tuttugu notlarinda, Meclis’in
toplandigini, Erkan-1 Harp Nuri Bey’in genel durum hakkinda bilgi verdigini,
kendisinin de “mali ahval”e dair agiklamalarinda “Elimizde ancak 6,5 milyon
lira para mevcut oldugunu, yolda bir iki milyonluk evrak-1 nakdiye varsa da
mukabilleri depo edilmemis oldugundan imza ettirip almak miimkiin
olamayacagini...”? sdyliiyor. Dehset verici bir manzara ortada duruyor. Devleti
yOnetenler ise, nasil bir aymazliksa, Alman Bankalarma milyonlarca Osmanl
lirasin1 yatirryorlar. ifade edilen rakamlar olaganiistii. Tam 11,5 milyon
Osmanli lirasi. Tabii savag sartlarinda Devlet-i Aliyye’nin gelirleri
artmadigindan, harp ekonomisi de biitiin sektorleri yerle bir ettiginden dolay1
bu kadar biiyiik miktarlar “Neden harp giicii i¢in harcanmiyor da sdzde sahsi
hesaplara aktariliyor?” sorusunun cevabini belgeleriyle ortaya koymadan,
tahmine dayal1 hitkiimlere varmanin bilimselliginden s6z edilebilir mi?

1915 ve 1916°da, yukarida belirtilen miktarin Talat Paga, Enver Pasa ve Cemal
Pasa’nin Berlin’deki “kisisel hesaplarina” transfer edildigi yazilip, sdyleniyor.
1915 yilinda gonderilen paranin Almanya ve Avusturya’nin Diiy(in-1 UmGmiye
verdigi kredidir, denirken, 1916°da aktarilanin ise Talat, Enver ve Cemal
Pasalarin Berlin Bankalarindaki sahsi hesaplarina “havale edildigi” one
siiriilityor. 1916°da Ittihatgilarin &zel hesabina giden paranin kaynagi hakkinda
bilgi sahibi olunmadigi belirtiliyor ancak “bu paralar Ermenilerin olabilir”
diye tahmin yiriitiliiyor. Diger yandan, “cesitli kaynaklardan alintilar
yapilarak” bu altinlarin Ermenilerden el konulan ve Osmanli Bankalarina
yatirilmis miicevher ve benzeri kiymetli taslara iliskin oldugu soyleniyor.
Nihayet, cesitli yerlerde el konulan “paralarin ve miicevherlerin” Istanbul’a
gonderildigi ifade edilerek “Bu paralar ile Berlin’e gonderilen paralar arasinda
direkt iliski kurmamiz miimkiin degil fakat 6yle de olabilir.” hiikmiine
variliyor. Ingiltere nin Kanadali “Britanya vatandas1” bir grup geng Ermeni’ye

2 Maliye Nazir1 Cavit Bey, Felaket Giinleri-Miitareke Devrinin Feci Tarihi 1, Temel Yay., ist.2000, s.12-13
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5000 sterlin 6demesinden hareketle, Ingilizlerin bu paranin Ermenilere ait
oldugunu kabul ettiklerini sdylemenin bilimsel dayanagini da sorgulamak
gerekiyor. Mesele iizerinde “olabilirliklere” dayali varsayimlar yerine,
asagidaki belgelerin sdylediklerini dikkate almak yersiz tahminlerle degil,
bilimsel gerceklerden hareket etmenin gegerliligini ispatlamaktadir.
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48/39396/25899. Geneva, Hovember 24th I924.

Deer Mr. Berry,

You will remember that you szsked me
to make enquiries coneerning the Turkish Gold
deposited in the Berlinm banke during the war.

I hed enquiries made at the Repara-
tion Commission and I sm lnformed that & spesial
convention of Hovember 23rd 1923, between the
United Kingdom, Prance, Itely and Japan, provided
that it should be applied to covering allied
claims for dameges dome in Turkey, and thet Lt hes
been transferred for thls purpose to the Commis—
sion for the Valuatlon and Reparation of Losses
in Turkey, set up In execution of the Convention.

You will thus see that there is ne
hope of this gold belng used for refugee work.

Yours sincerely,

(IsCe Arnould )
For Asslstant High Commis sioner
for Refugees.

mm des Itallens,

PARLS.

Gobe Berxy, Esqe
ey Y
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BEITISH DELEGATION, -
REPARATION COMMISSION,

sl M/
LM/ 131, avenue des Champs Elysess,

Paris, 21st Hovember, 1924,
Dear Felkin, 5
Loith Ross's hends are very full with the work of the Conference
of Financial Rxperts at present sitting in Paris, and he has asksd me to reply
to your note of the 19th ingt. about the Turkish gold deposited in the Berlin
banks during the war.

It is no use your trying to get hold of this gold for your
Armenian or Greek friends, A special Convention of Rovember 23rd 1923, between
the United Kingdom, France, Italy and Japan, provided that it should be applisd
to covering allied olaims for damages dome in Turkey, and it has been transferred
for this purpose to the Commission for the Valustion and Eeparation of Losses
in Turkey, set up in execution of the Convention. &So the matter is out of our
hands.,

Mr, Vickry is, of course, wrong in his assumption that this money
ever belonged to or was subsoribed by the Armenians, It was German gold,
advanced by the German Govermment to Turkey duwring the war and transferred by
the Purkish Govermment to the Ottomsn Debt Administration, In fact, it never

left Germsny till it oame to Paris,
Yours sincerely,
B. Felkin Bsq., &U“

League of Hatioms,
Geneva.
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GENEVA.
19th November, 1924.

Deer Leith-Ross, 13

I have been asked by the Sectioa of the
Secretariat connected with Refugee work to obtain
if possible some informstion as to the probable
fate of the £5,000,000 of Turkish gold deposited
in the Berlin banks di1ring the war, and to as<
whethor there is sny prossibility of this money
being used for rofugse work. Enclosed is a
letter from Vickry, @enersl Secretary of the
Near East Relief, who has perhawns already
approached you.

The letter seems pretty comnlste, soO
that I do not think I cen usefully add snything
to it. If, on the other hand, there are aiy
questions which yom would like answered from
here, I shall of course be oaly too glad to
obtain replies.

Yours sincerely,

{)";"; - o
\ /

F.W. Leith-Ross Esq.,
Pinance 8ervice,
Reparation Commission,
131, ivenue des Champs Blysées,

Paris.
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{ - .,
SYRTEY IS 21 A
lir, Felgkin.

With reference to our conversation mey I
avail myseif of your kind promise to meke enguiries
on the subject of the FPive million Wwsieksd Pounds or
more 0f Turkish gold deposited in the Berlin banks
during the war and later taken over by the 4llied snd
Associated Powers as a part of the war indemnity.

I understand that s Committee of the Allied
and Assoclated Powers was to examine the disposal of
this sum one month after the eoming into force of the

Treaty of Leusanne, but there my knowledge ends.

el

I56.IT.24.
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—d

gopy to John Harris, Esq., M.P., Hotel des ramilles,
ueneva.

copy %o Kxr. Gordon L. Berry, 9, Place de la rusterie,
Geneva.

I have had some most interesting end I think
profitable conferences yesterday et the offices of the Rrep-
srations Commission and at the Americen Embassy concern=
ing the #%.5tg8.5,000,000 or more of Turkish gold deposited
in the Berlin banks during the war sné later taken over
by the allied and issociated Powers as a part of the war
indemnity.

I of course recognize that the chance of se-
curing this vast sum of momey or any part of it with which
to aid in securing some of the rights and settlement of
the Armeniens is remote, but the sum is so large, the so-
lution so satisfactory if secured, and the moral rights
of the wronged people so clear that I feel we ought to
make one lsst united effort through our respective govern=
ments to seoure recognition of the rights of the Armenians
in comnection with these funds. I em returning to ameri-
ca, determined to take the matter up once more with our
own State Depsritment, though we find it e little harder to
get sotion through our own govermment than through some
other governmments due to the unfortunate faot that our
goverument hes not ratified eithor the freaty of Versailles
or the freaty of Leusemme. Our govermment, however, has
not thereby waived its claime end righte as One of the al-
1ied snd Associated Powers, snd I am hoping to get it to
sssert rights. Inltiative, however, from the rrench,
Briti and Itelisn governments will doubtless be far more

in seeuring results. My euggestion is that
we sppromch it from es many sngles as pos:ible at once.
peem to be the outstanding

# followi
faote which ﬁ’zﬁ‘ll goneider and press:

Review of Armenian Studies

No. 28, 2013

227



Dr. Ahmet Tetik & Mehmet Siikrii Guizel

., While not binding upon the ambassadors, have great weight in pre-jude-
M the ultimate decisiom.

(1) The money is now in the allied banks on deposit.

(2) The mone

evidence that Y hes not been distributed, end I cen get no

it has been irrevocably esr-marked.

(8) A Tecent action refers the question to the counecil of
Ambassadors for instruotions es to what shall be done with the nogey.

(4) The Council of ambassedors has not yet hed the matter
presented to them and probably will not for two or three weeks as it

w:st first go through the ¥insnce Board and the keparstions Commis-
sion,

(5) The Finance Board may meet within a very few days,
drafting recommendetions, which recommendetions, once drafted, will,

(6) After the Finance Board hes passed upon the questionm,
it will go thro the Reparations yommission, but quite probably the
Reparations ssion will simply ratify the scotion of the Frinance
Board as a recommendstion to the Ambassadors,

(7) Americe is not officially represented on the Finance
Board, though our observers indicated that they would sit in if re-
quested on this guestion, A more influe:ntial approach would be

through some government that has an official representative on the
Finanoce Board.

(8) The following points, in my judgment, are worthy of em~
phasis and elaboration which I have not tire or opportunity to give
a8 I leave for my steamer:

{a) The srmenisns, who were oncc oiti;ogs of mto:u.
property owners, and tex~peyers to the furkish Govermment,
were the sl owners 0;’: oconsiderable portion of this

of Furkish gold.

' {H ‘*1 not only lost and in some ceses had gold and

foroibly taken from them, but they lost their
property sud rights to oitisenship becsuse of their
sympathy for Allied cause.

__f{e) 1 #.8%8.5,000,000 Turkish gold is to de allo-

mwm‘& i of those who suffered and lost prop-

orty ot the hands of the Furks during the war, there is ocer-
; i tobacco company, or commercial
';::Q t 1ike as vy as did these

‘) e &ﬂ of the armenians are not now bveing pre-
m‘w re is no government interested in thou'pbo-
half, they are without country.
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to entablioh full, t
hs:\l“e::mn tb“wu. these people have lost not'on:;h:::x.:;-
goml la l..ry' aud 1f the onve 1o kopt by ehrowd constitu-
have to v:’ ‘t:o“ purely legel grounds, the armeniens will

pound of f
in the pest; dut if we lesh ané moro as they have done

8till heve faith to believe that in
our ®o-oalled uhristian, oivilized governments there is such
& thing as moral Justioce, we may hope that our goveruments
may foregoe certain legal olaims in order that higher moral
olaime may be recosmized und the greatest step poseible
taken toward solving what is otherwive a serious refugee,

800ial, politiocal problem, not only chaming b:t menaoi
international polities. v ¢ "

1 am hestily diepatohing thie note to the avbove men, hoping
that one or more of the group will see fit to confer with other lesd-
ore here in Xurope to see what oan be done on the matter; :nd while

I do not feel that I will bde eapeclally influentisl, I sm .oing to
assooiate with me other more influwe :tial friends to do enything that
may be possible through the ameriocan govermment. In the meanwhile,
however, some step should be taken if ‘En\ctieublo to see that no se-
tion of the rinance sosrd is teken within the next fow days which may

seriously interfere with, if mot preclude, suocessful negotiatione
later.

Bingerely yours,
A "W cepa
Mhl Ve Viokrey, \f
general joeoretary.
Postaeript:
I have no thought of tt{lnc to handle or meddle with the
bu

mnn\ ATmenians tnh;rhtlut‘:he '1-“"1 e
handled a properly constituted internatiomsl commiesion
behalf of the exiled refugees seeking nm:n and pehadbilitation.

C. V.V,
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