AVIM TOPLANTI

Avrasya Incelemeleri Merkezi (AVIM), Ankara Universitesi Sanat
Evi’nde (ANKUSEV) 21 Ekim 2013 tarihinde moderatorliigiinii
Aslan Yavuz Sir’in yaptigi, Cenevre Diplomasi ve Uluslararasi
Iliskiler Okulu Baskam Dr. Colum de Sales Murphy tarafindan
yazilan “‘Aza Beast’. Attacking the Roots of War. A Bosnian
Journal” bashkh kitabin Sayimn (E) Biiyiikel¢i M. Sina Baydur
tarafindan yapilan Tiirkce cevirisinin tamitimi icin yapilan ve
Disisleri Bakanhgr Balkanlar ve Orta Avrupa Genel Miidiir
Yardimcis1 Biiyiikelci Murat Karagoz’iin de konusmaci olarak
katildig1 bir toplanti gerceklestirmistir.

Biiyiikel¢ci Murat Karagoz
Balkanlar ve Orta Avrupa Genel Miidiirii
Disisleri Bakanhgi

Cok tesekkiirler. Biiyiikel¢i Sina Baydur’a ve Bay Murphy’e tesekkiir
etmek istiyorum ve ayrica Bay Sir’e bu organizasyonu diizenledigi i¢in
tesekkiir ederim. Beni davet ettiginiz i¢in de tesekkiir ederim; bdylece
sadece kitap hakkinda degil ayn1 zamanda Bosna-Hersek hakkinda da
konugmak i¢in sansim olmus oldu. Aslinda buraya kitap hakkinda elestiri
yapmak i¢in ya da diisiincelerimi ya da yorumlarimi s6ylemek i¢in degil
de daha ¢ok Bosna-Hersek’te neler oldugu ve sonrasinda karsiliginda
Tiirkiye’nin bakis agist hakkinda konusmak i¢in ¢agrildim. Ancak
oncelikle kitap hakkinda gdziime ¢arpan noktalardan bahsedecegim.
Nazim Hikmet’ten bir eklemede bulunabilir miyim? “Yagamak bir agag
gibi tek ve hiir ve bir orman gibi kardescesine.” Sanirim Balkanlar i¢in
ihtiyacimiz olan sey bu. Mistesar Sinirlioglu bir yil once kadar
Washington’dan beni aradiginda, - tam olarak hangi mevkide oldugumu
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hatirlamiyorum, sanirim bir sekilde Orta Dogu ile ilgili bir sey olmali
eger Washington’da Tiirkiye’nin Iran, Irak, Suriye vb. iilkelerle olan
iligkileri ile baglant1 halindeysem — bana Balkan Boliimii’niin bagina
gececegimi sOyledi. Ama bunun diizgiin oldugunu diisiinmiiyorum ¢iinkii
hem Bakan Davutoglu ve hem Tiirk Politik Liderligi olumlu bir seyler
yapmak ve olumlu katilimlarda bulunmak adina ¢ok heveslilerdi. “Biiytik
bir istek var Murat. Unutma. Bu yiizden senden liitfen iyi bir performans
bekliyoruz.” dediler. Bense “Vay canina!” dedim. Bunu en iyi kitab1
yazar1 Malezyali ve bir¢ok kez oray1 ziyaret etmis olan ve Basbakan
Yardimcisi, Bagbakan vs. gibi orayla gercekten 6zel akrabaliklari olan
biiytikel¢i bilir. “Tamam.” dedim. Baglangi¢ olarak Georges Castellan’in
“Balkanlar” (The Balkans), New York City University’de benim tez
danismanim olan Susan Woodward un “Balkan Tarihi” (Balkan History),
Ivo Andri¢’in “Balkan Trajedisi” (Balkan Tragedy), “Balkan Gunligi”
(The Balkan Chronicle) gibi bazi kitaplar aldim. Ancak sonra ti¢lii siireg,
Istanbul Zirvesi, Bosna Zirvesi, Cumhurbaskaninin Belgrat’a ziyareti,
bakanlarin gezileri vs. gibi giinliik isler basladi. Balkanlara baskanlik
eden bir memur i¢in bir eksiklik ancak 7/24 giinliik islerle ilgilendigim
icin okuyacak pek zaman bulamadim. Sonra, sanirim bahardi Bayan
Biiyiikelgi beni aradi ve “Murat Bey, sizden kitab1 okumanizi ve yorum
ve analiz yapmanizi isteyebilir miyim?” dedi. Nasil reddedebilirim?
Oncelikle, bu rica Bayan Biiyiikel¢i Baydur’dan geliyordu. ikinci olarak
Balkanlar hakkindaydi. Ugiincii olarak ise Bosna-Hersek benim giinliik
rutinimin 50%’sini kapliyordu. Bu dogrultuda bende “Zevkle.” dedim.
Kitab1 okudum, gergekten de begendim. Bayim liitfen tebriklerimi kabul
edin. Kastettigim, tarihe katkida bulunan, gergekten dnemli bir kitap.
Bir gesit savas giinliigii. Ben Ingilizce ¢evirisini okudum ve samimiyetle
cevrilmis olan duygular igeriyor. Bayan, bu basyapit i¢in size de ¢ok
tesekkiirler.

Biitiin bunlar beni 1995 yilinda Sofya’dan NATO’ya gonderildigim,
NATO’daki ilk giinlerime geri gotiirdii. 1995 Temmuzunda insanlik igin
kot bir trajedi olan Srebrenitsa soykirimi ve ardinda da bir market
bombalanma olay1 gergeklesmisti. Bagkan Clinton’in savas kayitlarinin
aciga cikarilmast gerektigini soOyledigi yakin zamandaki bir
konugmasinda da bahsettigi ve kitapta da ¢ok iyi aciklandig1 gibi
uluslararasi toplum ne yapilmasi, nasil miidahale edilmesi gerektigi ya
da miidahale edilip edilmemesi konusunda bir g¢esit ¢oziilme yasadi.
Ikinci olarak da Amerika’y1 miidahale etmesi konusunda ikna etmenin
kolay olmayacagini soyledi. Hakikaten de kolay bir is degildi. Cilinkii
hepimiz biliyoruz ki bazi uluslar arasi aktorler Bosna-Hersek’e
miidahalede bulunulmasi i¢in yanlis bilgilendirildiler ve o giinlerde de
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sabah 10.00 ile aksam 11.00 arasinda ¢alisiyoruz NATO’da, ¢ikista ben
St. Pierre Bulvari’na geri doniiyorum. Daireme dondiigiim bir aksam,
alarm 6tmeye basladi — NATO Genel Merkezi bize alarm vermisti — ve
bende Balkan yangiminda gorevliydim. Resmen bir durum komedisiydi.
O zamanlarda da ne akilli telefonlar ne de cep telefonlart vardi. Sadece
‘bip bip bip’ diye alarm &tiiyordu. “Peki.” Deyip biitlin yolu geri gittim.
Merkezler Bosna-Hersek hakkinda durum raporu gegiyorlardi. Bir
bomba, 6liiler, bu ve su... Tiim bunlar bana eski kotii glinlerin trajedisini
hatirlatti. Briikksel’de NATO’dan ayrilirken dedim ki “Balkanlar
hakkinda bu kadar ¢alismak yeter.” Ama tabi ki bir giin eger kader beni
geri o ige gotiirlirse — yani tekrar Balkanlar1 idare etmeye — ilk ve en
once hakkinda sadece giizel seyler duydugum Bosna-Hersek’i ziyaret
etmek isterim. Saniyorum ki bahsettigim “kader” Bakanin karariyla
geldi ve calistigim yaklasik dort yil boyunca ¢alismaktan hep zevk
aldigim Balkan Boliimii’ne yonlendirdi ve yaklasik yirmi kere Bosna-
Hersek’e gidebildim. Tabi ki sehir manzaralarinin rapor edildigi her bir
kosesini gezemedim ama ¢ok giizel seyler gérdiim. Bu yiizden de tiim o
dort yil bahsettikge duygulanacagim unutulmaz anlarla dolu. Belki
Bakanin kendisinde de duymussunuzdur, 2011 Temmuzunda sadece
Sarajevo’yu degil Prizren, Pristine, Konstanz bagka diger Balkan
sehirlerini de geziyorduk. Eid al-Fitr’in ilk giinliydii. Kurban ya da
Ramazan tam hatirlamiyorum. Tiim otelle beraber uyandik. Agirlikli
olarak Miisliiman olan bir Balkan sehrinden beklenecegi gibi Sarajevo
Cami’sine gittik ve hep beraber dua ettik. Insanlar, kendinizi
Tiirkiye’deymiscesine hissedebileceginiz gibi giyinmislerdi. Tiim bunlar
bize biiylikanne ve biiylikbabalarmizla gecirdigimiz gilizel Bayram
vakitlerini hatirlatti. Sonrasinda Bakan bizi onur konugu olarak davet
etti. Toplantida bakan i¢in bir ¢gevirmen vardi ve bir ¢esit yonetici ya da
arabulucu rolii belediye baskan1 tarafinda istlenilmisti. Bakan
konusurken ozellikle Bosna-Hersek’ten bahsetti. Konusmasinin bir
yerinde bir alint1 yapt1 ve dedi ki “Eger bir giin medeniyet sonlanirsa,
eger bir giin insanlik yikilirsa, eger yeryiiziinde can verecek sehirler
olursa onlardan biri Sarajevo.” Binlerce insan dakikalarca siddetle
alkisladilar. Bakan devam etmek istedi ama sonra dedim ki “Izninizle
bir sey sorabilir miyim Sayin Bakan? Diiriist olalim. Bildigim kadariyla
Bosnaklar Tiirk¢e konusamiyorlar. Ama siz Tiirk¢e konusuyordunuz.
Ama nasil oldu da insanlar ¢eviriyi beklemeden tezahiirat edip, sempati
duyup sonrasinda da alkiglamaya basladilar?” Bakan dedi ki “Bu tiir
toplanmalarda insanlar dudaklariyla konusur ama biz burada
Bosnaklarla kalpten kalbe konusuyoruz.” Bu da Tiirkiye ve Bosna-
Hersek arasindaki biiyiik temasin bir kanitidir. Bu bana bir atasdziinii
hatirlatti. Gorevim sirasinda sdylenirken duymustum ama hata yaparsam
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liitfen beni diizeltin Biiyiikelgi Damir. Atasdzii soyleydi: “Insanlar
konusur, kader giiliimser.” Yani “Narodigovori, sutbinesesmiju.” Sonra
diisiindiim de arkadasca hatta kardes¢e konustugumuz bu insanlar da bir
giin giilmeli ve bir giin sonsuza kadar farkliliklarinin tistesinden gelecek
duruma gelmeliler. Onlarda biiyiik ¢apta uluslararasi toplulugun bir
pargasi olmalilar. Birlesmis Milletler, Avrupa Birligi ve NATO tabi ki
Bosna-Hersek’le ilgili 6devlere sahip. Ama bunlari yerine de getirmeli.
Dolayisiyla, ¢ok zamaninizi almadan —belki birkac¢ dakika- bu ti¢ dort
yillik zaman araliginda Bosna-Hersek’le ilgili olarak neler yaptigimiz
ve Bosna-Hersek’in Tiirk Dis Politikasinda nasil 6zel bir yere sahip
oldugu hakkinda birka¢ s6z séylemek isterim. Ama bunu yapmadan
once sizleri tekrar tebrik etmek istiyorum. Bayim siz gergektende ¢ok
onemli bir savas kaydi yazmissiniz ve i¢inde tam olarak da bizim
Balkanlari igeren politikamizin omurgasini olusturan insan sicakligi var.
Orada bir siirii etnik kdken, bir siirii grup, bir siirii topluluk var. Ancak
onemli olan insan sicaklig1 ¢linkil eger biz Balkanlara yonelik insan
sicakligi olmayan bir politika tiretirsek, bu insanligin ihtiyacina cevap
vermez. Santyorum ki bdyle bir politika basarisiz olmaya mahkimdur.
Bu yiizden de politikamizi insanlik {izerine kurmaya c¢ok biiylik 6nem
veriyoruz. Icerisinde her zaman insan sicaklig1 barindirmali.

Balkan politikas1 dort siitun tizerine kurulmustur. Birincisi, herkes i¢in
giivenliktir. Bu da her bir ilke ve etnik grup bu giivenlikten
yararlanmalidir. Bir tiir OSCE ilkesi gibi, bundan kastettigim bir tilkedeki
giivenligin artis1 digerinin alanlarina girmemeli. Ikincisi, politik
temaslarin en st seviyede olmasidir. Cilinkii Tiirk politik liderleri
Cumbhurbaskani, Bagbakan ve bakanlar kurulunun tiim tiyeleri, tabi ki de
uzmanlik ve biirokratik seviyede, sadece Bosna-Hersek i¢in degil tiim
iilkeler icin bu ilkeye en biiyiik énemi vermektedir. Ugiinciisii, genel
anlamda biitiin iilkelerle ama tabi ki de 6zelde Bosna-Hersek ilke bir ¢esit
karsilikli ekonomik dayanigmanin olmasint amagliyoruz. Sonuncu siitun
ise Balkanlardaki bir¢cok etnik kokeni, kiiltiirii ve dini barindiran sosyal
halki korumaya biiylik 6nem vermektir. Ciinkii Bosna-Hersek;
Miisliiman, Ortodoks, Katolik, Bosnak, Hirvat ve Sirplardan olusan 4
milyonluk az sayidaki niifusuyla adeta Balkanlarin kiigiik bir modelidir.
Bu yiizden 2009 yilinin sonlarinda yaptigimiz ve Bosna-Hersek’te bir
¢esit yol haritasi olusturma politikamizla birlikle buradaki insanlarin baris
ve uyum igerisinde yasamasi bizim nihai amacimiz. Bosna otoritelerinin
bu yol haritasini getirmeyeceginden ya da kayda diismeyeceginden degil
ama bir kere daha diisiinme ya da yeni bir giindem olmadan Bosna-
Hersek’le olan bu yakin iliskilerin gosterilmesi ihtiyaci bir sekilde
dogmustur ve en 6nemli araglardan biri de elbette Bosna-Hersek’in tiyelik
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hareket plant dogrultusunda NATO haritasi i¢in yolu agmak olmustur.
Ciinkii Montenegro 2009 Aralik ayinda kabul edilmis, ancak Bosna 2010
Nisaninda yerine getirebilecegi halde bir sekilde bazi sartlari yerine
getirememis ve kabul edilmemisti. Tallinn’deki NATO Bakanlik
Bulugmasi’nda, tiyeligin kabul edilmesi meselesi i¢in hareket ettirilemez
nakliye konusunu ¢ozmek sarti ile bazi NATO {ilkelerinin direnmesine
ragmen santyorum ki biitlin NATO miittefik iilkelerini ikna edebildik. Bu
bir tanesiydi. ikincisi ise diger birgok Balkan iilkesinin dahil oldugu
Bosna-Hersek’i AB Schengen Listesi’ne katabilmekti. Ancak Arnavutluk
ve Bosna-Hersek o ya da bu sebeple bir sekilde bu listenin disindaydi.
Ayrmtiya inmek istemiyorum ama kastettigim bir sekilde bu iilkelere
ayrimeilik uygulandigryd: ve biz Batidaki ortaklarimizla bu konuyu
goriisebildik - illaki Avrupa degil ancak Atlantik’in diger tarafiyla yani
Amerika ile- batry1 kiiresel bir katilimci olarak diistinmek lazim. Yine bu
donemde gergeklesen ve sdylemekten gurur duydugumuz diger bir
onemli konu ise Tiirkiye, Bosna-Hersek ve Sirbistan’in iginde oldugu
iclii bir diyaloga baslamis oldugumuzdur. Bu tg¢li diyalog siireci
kapsaminda Bakan Davutoglu, Bakan Alkalay ve Bakan Yerevic, ve eski
bakanlarin katildigi bir bulusma diizenlenmistir. Se¢imler ve Bosna-
Hersek’teki diger meselelerden dolay1 kesilme olmasina ragmen su ana
kadar dokuz kez bakanlar toplanmustir. Ustelik bu bulusmalar sadece
sohbet edilen ve kahve icilen igerikten toplanmalar degil, ayn1 zamanda
da somut sonuglarin alinabildigi énemli toplantilardir. Ornegin, bu
toplantilardan bir tanesinde 2007 ye kadar Sirbistan’da bir Bosna-Hersek
biiyiikel¢isinin olmamasi konusuna olan miidahalemizle ve bir takim
kapali kap1 politikalarimizla Belgrat Sirbistan’a bir Bosna-Hersek
biiyiikel¢isi atama s6zii vermistir. Birinci konu kadar 6nemli olan ikinci
konu ise Sirbistan tarafinda Srebrenitsa ile ilgili su ana kadar ¢ikmis
herhangi bir karar ya da bir ¢6zliim yoktu. Bu yilizden 13 Mart 2010’da
Sirbistan Parlamentosu ¢ok dostane ve ilerleyici bir adim att1.
Srebrenitsa’y1 onaylayan bir ¢oziimii kabul ettiler ve orada olanlar igin
ailelerden 6ziir dilediler ve bence bu da siirece ¢ok 6nemli bir katkrydi.
24 Nisan 2010°da Istanbul Zirve Toplantisi’nda Bosna-Hersek’in dénem
baskani Slazig, Sirbistan Eski Baskani Tadi¢ ve Cumhurbaskani1 Giil
Istanbul’a beraber gelmislerdir. inantyorum ki savastan bittiginden beri
olan ilk ve en biiyilk resmi toplanma budur. Sonrasinda basin
konferansinda Istanbul aciklamasi bildirildi ve dogrudan Baskan Slazig
ve Bagkan Tadi¢ arasinda bulusma sinirlari igerisinde bizi ¢ok sevindiren
onemli konusmalar oldu ve yine 2010 Temmuzunda, Srebrenitsa’nin 15.
yilin1 anmak amaci ile Bagbakan Erdogan, Baskan Tadi¢ ve Baskan Slazig
beraberce Srebrenitsa’yi ziyarette bulundular. Zannediyorum ki bu
Balkanlara giiveni getirme agisindan ¢ok 6nemli bir adim olmustur.
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Bahsedebilecegim bagka bir olay da Bakan Ahmet Davutoglu’nun 2011
yilinin ocak aymda Banja Luka’ya yaptig1 mithim ziyarettir. Diger bir¢ok
ziyaretin arasinda Bakan Davutoglu’nun Bosna-Hersek’e yaptigi gezi de
vardir. Sadece Sarajevo’yu gormekle kalmamis, OIC Liderligini de
gormek istemis ve kanallarin resmilestirilmesine acik oldugunu
sOylemigtir. Bakan Davutoglu’nun Banja Luka’ya olan gezisi genis
kapsamli sohbetler yapilmasit ve Bosna-Hersek ile iligkilerimizin
gelistirilmesinde bir doniim noktasi olmasi agisindan ¢ok dnemli bir
kazangtir. Ayrica diger bir 6nemli olan konu ise ekonomik agilimdir.
Ciinkii biliyoruz ki anlagsmazliklara olan eklentilerden biri de miiltecilerle
ve lilke i¢inde yerlerinden edilmis insanlarla ilgilidir. Bu konularla alakali
cok sey konusuldu ancak ¢ok az sey yapildi. Bu yiizden hiikiimet
Yardimc1 Bakan Babacan’in liderliginde ve zaten Bosna-Hersek’e sube
acmis olan Ziraat Bankasi donenleri desteklemek icin tarimsal ve kirsal
gelisimi desteklemek i¢in tam yiiz milyon avro ile uzun vadeli zay1f
krediler agmaya karar verdiler. Cok énemli bir pilot projeydi. Bu proje,
Balkanlarin geri kalani i¢in de giizel bir 6rnek teskil etmis olmali ki bagka
bir dnemli ve benzer proje ise bazi Balkan iilkelerinin ve Avrupa
Konseyi’nin paylastigi, donenlerin ve iilke i¢inde yerlerinden edilmis
insanlarin barinma problemleri konusunu kapsayan bir milyon avroluk
projeler gerceklestirilmistir. Bu dort y1l icerisinde tabi ki 6ncelikle Bakan
Davutoglu, o ya da bu nedenle maalesef siirekli olusan hiikiimet krizlerine
veya Bosnak Partilerin kendi aralarindaki sdylemlere, diizeltme siireci
ya da federal diizeyde bir hiikiimet kurulumu i¢in veya devlet diizeyinde
bir hiikiimet olusumu i¢in miidahale etmek durumunda kalmistir. Bu
ylizden saniyorum ki dogrudan kendisi miidahale etmis ve Bosna-
Hersek’in yolunun Avrupa-Atlantik slirecine kaynasmasi konusunda
daima ac¢ik olmasini istemistir. Biri bana “Tiirkiye tam olarak ne yapt1?”
diye sorsa, sanirim buraya kadar olan seyler ve OIC Bosna iletisimini
tekrar olusturmak ya da Washington’da iki ayda bir Tirk
Biiyiikelgiligi’nin onderliginde, bazi devlet boliimleri — istihbarat
biirolariin, diisiince kuruluslarinin, gontilliilerin - katilimryla toplanan,
Bosna’ya nasil katkida bulunulabileceginin tartisildigi, herkese agik bir
goriisme niteligindeki Bosna miittefikleri grubunu kurmak gibi diger
seyler de cevap olarak verilebilir. Tiim bunlara ek olarak, bir sey
yarattiysak o da Bosna-Hersek’in diger iilkeler i¢in uluslararasi siyasette
farkindaliginin olusturulmasidir.

Sonug olarak, buradaki tiim 6zel dinleyicilere beni dinledikleri igin,
Biiytikelgi’ye ve Bay Murphy’ye sadece Bosna-Hersek’in tarihine degil
uluslararasi iliskilere olan katkilarindan dolayr minnettarim. Sanirim
bundan sonra Bosna-Hersek’te neler olup bittigini biraz daha uzaktan,
Mongolia’dan izliyor olacagim. Cok tesekkiir ederim.
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Ambassador Murat Karagoz
Director General for the Balkans and Central Europe
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Thank you very much. I would like to thank Ambassador Sina Baydur
and [ would like to thank Mr. Colum Murphy, Mr. Sir for organizing this
event. Thank you for inviting me and I have a chance to talk about the
book itself and then Bosnia Herzegovina. I was actually called not to
make any criticism about the book and then to have my judgment or any
comment on it. But rather on what is going on Bosnia Herzegovina and
then Turkish perspective vis-a-vis Bosnia Herzegovina, but before I go
to my remarks on the book itself I mean. May I add one thing about
Nazim Hikmet? “To live like a tree single and free and like a forest
brotherly.” I guessed that that is what we need for the Balkans if [ may
say maybe to conclude my remarks but maybe since you reminded me
about Nazim Hikmet, great poet of Turkish literature of course. So, when
undersecretary Sinirlioglu called me from Washington about four years
ago, I did know that which position I would assume. I thought that
somehow related with the Middle East since I was linked in Washington
with all those matters that Turkey’s relations with Iran, Iraq, Syria, etc.
Then, I found out when he turned out to be that you will be leading the
Balkan department but don’t think that it is smooth enough, because
Minister Mr. Davutoglu is quite either and the Turkish political
leadership is quite either to do something positively and to bring some
positive contribution “There is a great appetite, Murat. Don’t forget. So
please, we expect that kind of performance.” I said Gosh, but should |
expect because it is minister who write the book, he knows by heart that,
from Malaysia traveled many times and then who has really special
affinity like Vice President, Prime Minister etc. I said ok. But to start
with I took some books as reference to the Balkans from Georges
Castellan, Balkan History; from Susan Woodward who happened to be
my master’s thesis instructor in New York City University, Balkan
Tragedy; Ivo Andri¢, The Balkan Chronicle, so and so forth. But, and
later on, daily job started about the trilateral processes, Istanbul Summit,
Bosnia Summit, Presidents travelled to Belgrade, ministers travelled,
etc. Then 24/7 1 jumped into daily work and I could not find much time
to read which a deficiency is for an official who chairs the Balkans. And
then, at a certain point, I guess it was the spring and Madam Ambassador
gave me a call, “Murat Bey, may I kindly have a request with you would
you be so kind to read and to make any comment and make an analysis?”
How could I refuse? First of all, this is a request came from Madam
Ambassador Baydur. Secondly was about Balkans, thirdly, it is about
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Bosnia Herzegovina who occupied about 50% of my daily routine. I said
“with pleasure”. I read, I really enjoyed, I mean, if you accept kindly
my congratulations sir it is, I mean really really important book I guess
contributes to the history, it is a kind of war chronicles. There are
emotions in it, which is, I guess most important [ did read from English
which was faithfully translated, thank you very much Madam for this
masterpiece as well. But this all brought me to my early days in NATO
in 1995, when I was transferred from Sofia to NATO. In July 1995 this
very bad human tragedy occurred of course in July, Srebrenitsa genocide
occurred and then the market bombing etc. I mean international which
is very well described on the book international community had a kind
of dissolution about what to do, how to intervene, whether we should
intervene or not as very recently said by President Clinton himself in
one of his discussions during which he said that the war chronicles
should be released as soon as possible. Secondly he said that it was not
easy to convince United States to intervene and it was not an easy job
because we all know that some international actors had some misgivings
to intervene in Bosnia Herzegovina. And then in all those days, we were
working about 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. in the NATO I was going back
in Bolivar St. Pierre. When [ was going my apartment, the alarm -
because NATO Headquarter gave us an alarm- and [ was in charge about
this Balkan fire. There was a sitcom; there were no smartphones at that
time. No cell-phones, but it was in “beep beep beep”. Well, I said that
all the way around, without going on I was going back to the
Headquarters to receiving the situation centers report about Bosnia
Herzegovina. There was a bomb, there was a killing, there was this and
that... All reminding me that all bad days’ tragedy, I said one day, when
I was leaving NATO Brussels that was enough on the Balkans. But
definitely, one day if destiny would bring me back to this job I mean to
deal with the Balkans, first and foremost I would like to visit Bosnia
Herzegovina about which I heard only beautiful things. So I guessed
that “destiny” or “kismet” came with the Minister’s decision to lead me
to the Balkan department which I enjoyed during three years and a half
of four years period about nearly twenty times to visit Bosnia
Herzegovina. Not necessarily in each and every corner, where the city
scenes were reported, however, all these beautiful things. So therefore,
I mean, it is in my memory in these four years, Full of unforgettable
moments. But, I will be reminiscing which is really made me quite
emotional I mean. Maybe you heard it from the Minister himself, we
were visiting July 2011, not only Sarajevo combined with some other
Balkan cities: Prizren, Pristine, Konstanz from Romania, and Sarajevo,
etc. And then, it was the first day of Eid al-Fitr, I don’t remember Kurban
or Ramadan. But we all woke up there with the Hotel and then you can
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expect in a Balkan and predominantly Muslim city. | mean, people were
getting together to pray in the Sarajevo Mosque. People were dressed
like and as if that we felt in Turkey. But that all reminded us about these
old days, where, we all were enjoying with the second generation with
the grandmothers, grandfathers like in that kind of city of that kind of
feelings or spirit in a Bairam. So the Minister was invited as a guest of
Honor, to address the gathering. When he was speaking there was a
translation for the minister and a kind of chair or moderator role was
assumed by Mayor of Sarajevo. He was talking about particularly Bosnia
Herzegovina. At a certain point, He made an analogy and something like
this: (I am paraphrasing of course) If one day the civilization ends, If
one day the humanity demolishes, If there are some cities on earth,
where they will give birth one of them will be Sarajevo. And there was
I mean big applause from thousands of people and cheering but which
continued about minutes. The Minister wanted to continue and then may
I interrupt Mr. Minister? I mean let’s be honest. As far as I know,
Bosnian people do not speak in Turkish. But you were speaking about
Turkish. But without waiting the translation, they started to cheer and
then to show sympathy and then to give their applause. How does it
come? Minister said that usually in that kind of conferences people do
speak from lips to ear but with here the Bosnian people we are talking
from heart to heart. So that was also the big touch between people of
Turkey and Bosnia Herzegovina. This reminds me a kind of proverb. If
I am not mistaking because I heard, that was repeated during my service,
but Damir please correct me ambassador, they say; “Insanlar konusur,
kader giilimser.”, so I mean, “Narodigovori, sutbinesesmiju.” So,
“people talk destiny smiles.” something like this. So, I thought that only
one day these people you are talking very friendly I mean brotherly
should smile as well and then forever should be able to overcome to
their differences. And then they should be part of the entirely
international community in a bigger sense in the United Nations sense
as far as EU has concerned, NATO concerned, of course they had their
homework in front of Bosnia Herzegovina. But they have to do this as
well. So, let me say a few words. Without taking much time maybe
couple of minutes about what we did in this three or four years period
vis-a-vis Bosnia Herzegovina then what kind of a special place it
occupies in Turkish foreign policy. But before I do so, let me I mean
congratulate once again. What is mostly missing in the book are in touch.
Sir I mean you have really written a quite important war chronicle, and
there is a human touch which exactly constitutes backbone of our policy
considering the Balkans. There are ethnicities, there are groups,
communities, but what important is the human touch because if you
build the policy towards the Balkans which does not base on a human
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touch which does not address the need of the humanity generally or the
people generally I guess it is doomed to fail so therefore it was quite
important we gave utmost importance to construct our policy on
humanity and there must be always an human touch.

Balkan policy on four pillars, number one is security for all, which
means that each and every country, ethnic group must enjoy from the
security, a kind of OSCE principle, I mean an increase in security in one
country should not be at the expense of other. Number two principle was
that highest level of political contact. Because the Turkish political
leadership President, Prime minister and all the members of the cabinet,
of course at the expert and the bureaucratic level, we attached the utmost
importance both countries not along the Bosnia Herzegovina. Third one
is that we wanted to aim to interpret a kind of economic interdependence
between Turkey and all those countries generally and Bosnia
Herzegovina of course in particular, last but definitely not least, the
attach great importance to protect the multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, multi-
religious, social public in the Balkans. Because Bosnia Herzegovina is
a small model of the Balkans where small population about four million
but there are Muslims and Orthodox people, Catholics, there are
Bosniacs, Croats and then there are Serbs. So They all have to live in
peace and harmony this was our ultimate aim actually while pursuing
this policy what we did in the end of 2009 was to create a kind of road
map in Bosnia Herzegovina. Not those Bosnian authorities were unable
to bring this road map or to write it down but, somehow there is a need
to show this very close friendship and indeed without having any second
thought any other agenda with Bosnia Herzegovina. And one of the most
important items was of course at that time first of all to open the road for
NATO map, Membership Action Plan from Bosnia Herzegovina,
because Montenegro was admitted in December 2009, however, Bosnia
was missed without fulfilling some conditions which were able to
succeed by the way, in April 2010. In Tallinn NATO Ministerial Meeting
despite some the resistance of some NATO like I guess we were able to
convince all NATO allies though with one condition to solve the
immovable transport issue to open up the way of membership action
process. That was one. The second one is to include Bosnia Herzegovina
in the EU Schengen List, because most of the other Balkan countries
were included. However, Albania and Bosnia Herzegovina were
somehow excluded because of this and another conditions. I mean I
don’t want to go into details but somehow that was a kind of
discrimination according to our judgment so we were able all to bring up
this issue in our contacts with the Western partners. -You have to take

Uluslararasi Suglar ve Tarih, 2013, Sayi: 14



AVIM Toplanti

western as a global actor. Not necessarily the Europe but definitely, in
the other side of the Atlantic, I mean that United States. -Another
important issue, which with it in this period and we Proud to announce
is that to start this trilateral dialogue process among Turkey, Bosnia
Herzegovina and Serbia. Minister Davutoglu, Minister Alkalay and
Minister Yerevi¢ both of them for other two countries. The former
ministers, that was an important gathering with in this trilateral process.
Though there was an interruption, because of the election process and
some other issues in Bosnia Herzegovina, but the ministers met, so far
nine times and it was not only a kind of gathering, to have chat and to
drink coffee, but there were some really concrete deliverables. One of
them was for instance; there has not been any ambassador appointment
from Bosnia Herzegovina to Serbia since 2007. So, with our intervention
or with a kind of this behind the door diplomacy, so we succeeded that
Belgrade give the concurrence to appoint an ambassador Bosnia
Herzegovina to Belgrade. Secondly, was definitely as important as the
first one maybe we adopted this, there has not been any decision or the
resolution on the Serbian side, on the Srebrenitsa. So the Serbian
parliament was very forthcoming movement, progressive movement
made by the Serbian Parliament on 13t March 2010. They accepted a
resolution condemning Srebrenitsa and then expressing an apology in
the families what occur there. So that was an important contribution to
this process as well. I guess that was an important condition within this
process as well. When the Istanbul summit came, in 24t April 2010,
President of Bosnia Herzegovina, Slazig, term president, and then former
president of Serbia President Tadi¢ with President Giil, they came
together in Istanbul. If [ believe officially a big gathering first time ever
and so since the war finished. So, then the Istanbul declaration was
issued and then the press conference and among the margins of that
meeting important talks occurred directly between President Slazi¢ and
President Tadi¢ which we really appreciated very much in that time. And
then in July 2010 again, with the intervention together with Prime
Minister Erdogan, President Tadi¢ and President Slazig, they visited
together to Srebrenitsa, in order to commemorate the 15t anniversary of
Srebrenitsa. [ guess that was also an important step in terms of bringing
confidence to the Balkans. Another first I may say was the historic visit
of Minister Ahmet Davutoglu to Banja Luka, it was in January 2011,
among the many other sets of visits, he pay the visit to Bosnia
Herzegovina, but not only in Sarajevo he requested that [ would like to
see OIC leadership, I want to open to formalize the channels. There have
been of course channels. His successor might have visited, Banja Luka,
I know that they have visited, some of them, but definitely at the Foreign
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ministry level, that was an important achievement and Minister
Davutoglu paid a visit to Banja Luka, and it was an extensive talk and
it was an also important milestone in terms of advancing our relationship
with Bosnia Herzegovina. What important was also an economic
opening. Because we know that one of the annexes to disagreements
was about the refugees, and internally displaced people. Much has been
talked about this but less has been done. So we decided I guess, the
government with the modest contribution of this department decided, to
open up a soft long credit, and Deputy Minister Babacan took the lead,
and then ZiraatBankasi, who already opened up some branches
throughout the Bosnia Herzegovina, decided to open a soft long credit,
with a total amount of one hundred million Euros to support returnees
through agriculture and rural development. I guess that was an important
pilot project. Maybe it could be a good example for the rest of the
Balkans. Likewise, for housing problem for returnees and internal
displaced people. we also contributed with a total amount of one million
Euro, an important project, whose government I mean whose, some
foreign countries, governments of Balkan countries, plus the Council of
Europe are sharing these projects. Certainly throughout these four years,
Minister Davutoglu, primarily intervened all times in the government
crises, unfortunately there are perpetual government crises for this or
another reason, For the reform process or for building a federation level
government or building state level of government or if there is a
discourse among the Bosniac parties themselves. So, therefore, I guessed
that he, himself intervened, and he wanted that the path of Bosnia
Herzegovina towards integrating with Euro-Atlantic process should be
open forever. So, if one can ask me that “what did Turkey do
concretely?” I guess that along these things or many other things, like
revitalizing the OIC Bosnia contact or creating in Washington, a friends
of Bosnia group which being summoned in every two months in the
premises of Turkish Embassy still there with the contribution of state
department I mean some intelligence agencies, some think tank
communities, all together volunteer a kind of open house meeting how
to contribute Bosnia in a matter. Besides all these, I guess that if we
created one thing, in my judgment that is a creation of awareness of
Bosnia Herzegovina in the international policy. So, I guess that I really
appreciate this distinguished audience listening to me and then kindly
Ambassador, and Mr. Murphy, to have this important contribution not
only the history of Bosnia Herzegovina, but I guess the international
relations and I will be watching though a little bit far away, from
Mongolia, what is going on in Bosnia Herzegovina. Thank you very
much.
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