DOCUMENTS 7

LETTER OF ROBERT KOCHAIAN, PRESIDENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA TO RECEP TAYYIP ERDOGAN,
PRIME MINISTER OF TURKEY

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,
I have received your letter.

Actually, as neighbors, we should try to find ways to leave peacefully today
and in the future. Just due to that reason we proposed establishment of normal
relations, opening the borders and starting a dialogue between the countries and

the peoples.

There are neighbor states - specifically in the European continent - whose past
was hard and opinions over it do not coincide. However, it does not prevent
them from opening borders, having diplomatic relations, representatives in the
capitals, simultaneously discussing disputable issues.

Your proposal to address the past cannot be efhicient if it does not refer to the
present and the future. To get involved in an efhcient dialogue we need to form a
favorable political atmosphere. Governments are responsible for development of
bilateral relations and we do not have the right to delegate historians. Thus, we
have proposed and we again proposed establishment of normal relations between
our countries without preconditions.

Just within that context an intergovernmental commission may be formed to
discuss any issue or issues available between our countries aiming at solving them
and coming to mutual understanding.»
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