Contributors

Ambassador (R) Alev KILIC graduated from the Faculty of
Political Sciences of Ankara University in 1968. The next year,
he joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Tiirkiye. Kilig served
as Ambassador to F.R. of Yugoslavia between 1996 and 1998 and
Ambassador/Permanent Representative to the Council of Europe
in Strasbourg between 1998 and 2001. In 2001-2004, he served as
the Deputy Undersecretary for Economic Affairs of the Ministry.
He served as Ambassador to Switzerland (2004-2009) and
Ambassador to Mexican United States (2009-2011). He retired
from the Ministry in 2011. Ambassador (R) Kili¢ has been the Director of Center for
Eurasian Studies (AVIM) since 2013.

Prof. Dr. Omer TURAN got his bachelor and MA degrees from
Ankara University in Tiirkiye, and his second MA and PhD degrees
from Leuven Catholic University in Belgium. He is a professor
at History Department of Middle East Technical University. He
served as the chair of History Department of METU (2013-2020,
2023-2025) and Campus President of METU Northern Cyprus
Campus (2020-2021). He was a visiting professor at Princeton
and William Paterson universities in the US (2008-2011). He
taught Ottoman and Turkish history. He works on the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries Ottoman and Turkish History; minorities, nationalism and
missionary activities in the Balkans, Anatolia, Caucasus and the Middle East in the
same period. He has got books and articles on these subjects. Some of his books are The
Turkish Minority in Bulgaria, 1878-1908 (Turkish Historical Society, Ankara, 1998),
Avrasya’da Misyonerler (ASAM, Ankara, 2002), Balkanlar’da Tiirk Eserlerinden
Ornekler (co-author, Turkish Grand National Assembly, Ankara, 2004), Ermeniler:
Siirgiin ve Go¢ (co-author, Turkish Historical Society, Ankara, 2004), The Armenian
Rebellion of Van (co-author, The University of Utah Press, Salt Lake City, 2006), The
Ottoman Russian War of 1877-1878 (ed., Middle East Technical University & Meiji
University, Ankara, 2007), A History of an 1890s Armenian Revolt, Sasun, (co-author,
The University of Utah Press, Salt Lake City, 2014), Osmanli’dan Cumbhuriyet’e
Yozgat’tan Corum’a Hayatimin Hatiralar1 (ed. Ankara Universitesi, 2025, Ankara).
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Zeynep DenizALTINSOY, Assist. Prof. Dr. at Bilecik University.
Her research has been in the fields of International Public Law
such as International Criminal Law, the Law of War, Maritime
Law, and Refugee Law; her studies have been in the fields of
international relations such as Ethnicity Nationalism, Russian
Foreign Policy, and Theories. She graduated from Anadolu
University International Relations Department. She completed
his law education at International Vision University; and received
his doctorate degree from Kirikkale University International ~
Relations Department. She has served as coordinator for various think-tanks.

Academy Institute of Security Sciences, writing his thesis on the e
Sciences and National Security Institute of the National Defence ‘Ih

Cagatay BALCI he graduated from the Department of
International Relations at the Faculty of Economics and

Administrative Sciences, Selguk University, in 2015. In 2018, he )

completed a Master’s degree in Intelligence Studies at the Police ‘.
topic of ‘Intelligence Structure in the Islamic Republic of Iran’.

In 2023, he completed his doctoral studies in the International

Security and Terrorism Programme at the Alparslan Defence

University. He currently works as a researcher at the Centre for Iranian Studies
(IRAM), focusing on Iran’s regional policies, security structures, relations with non-
state armed actors, and strategic communication activities.

Minhazul ABEDIN is a Bangladeshi scholar with a deep
academic background in history. He graduated from the Faculty
of Arts at Dhaka University and later completed his master’s
thesis at Marmara University, focusing on “Haji Shariatullah
and the Faraizi Movement.” Currently, he is pursuing his PhD at
the Department of Post-Modern History at Istanbul University,
where his research centers on “Anti-British Colonial Movements
and Ottoman/Turkish Perception in Bengal (1877-1947).” His
areas of expertise encompass the history of Bengal and the Indian
subcontinent, the modern history of the Muslim world, and the historical relations
between Tirkiye and Bengal. Minhazul is dedicated to exploring the dynamic
interplay between South Asian and Ottoman histories, particularly in the context of
colonial resistance and the influence of Ottoman thought on Bengali anti-colonial
movements.
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Yusuf DINCEL got his bachelor’s degree from International
Relations department of Ankara University. He took his master’s
degree with his thesis “ ‘Small Ally’ In the Grip of Great
Powers: Nestorians During and After the First World War”
from International Relations department of TOBB University of
Economics and Technology. Yusuf Dingel has finished his PhD
in International Relations at Hacettepe University. He worked as
an analyst on security issues at the Presidency of the Republic
of Tirkiye. He is currently a Assist. Prof. Dr. in the field of
International Security at the Turkish National Police Academy. His research areas
focus on intelligence, history of intelligence, and Middle East.

ilaha KHANTAMIROVA graduated from the Department of
History at Baku State University in 2008. In 2012, she received
her master’s degree from the same university. In 2023, she
earned her Ph.D. from the Institute of Social Sciences at Akdeniz
University with her dissertation titled “7The Issue of Political and
Cultural Unity of the Russian Turks in the Azerbaijani National
Press (1905-1907).” Her research focuses on the History of
Azerbaijan, the South Caucasus,Turks of Russia and History of
Russia. Since May 2025, she has been serving as a Scholar in
Residence at AVIM.
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