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After earning her Ph.D. (Doctorat d’Etat en Droit Public) from Nancy-
Université in 1982, between 1986 and 1988 Deniz Akçay worked as

the legal advisor of BNP-AK Bank. In 1988, she began working as a law
expert at the Permanent Representation of the Republic of Turkey to the
Council of Europe. In 1998, Deniz Akçay was granted the title Government
Joint Legal Agent by the decree of the Council of Ministers of the Republic
of Turkey. She was elected as the Vice-Chair Person of the Council of
Europe Steering Committee of Human Rights and then as the Chair Person of the same committee
in 2005 and 2007, respectively. Deniz Akçay retired in 2010.

Contact: d_akcay@yahoo.co.uk
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Roman Baiduk is the Head of the Department of Legal Affairs and
International Cooperation at the Academy of Patrol Police in Kyiv,

Ukraine. He holds a master of law degree from Dnipro National University
and a master of arts degree in European Interdisciplinary Studies from the
College of Europe. His academic interests include International Relations
in Europe, especially in Central and Eastern Europe, democracy studies,
and security studies.

Contact: roman.baiduk@coleurope.eu
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Tutku Dilaver graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Political
Sciences Department of International Relations in 2015. In 2016, she

began pursuing her master’s degree at the Caucasus Studies Program at
Ankara Yıldırım Beyazıt University Department of International Relations.
She is a scholar in residence at Center for Eurasian Studies. Her areas of
interest include EU-South Caucasus relations and Turkish-Armenian
studies. 

Contact: tdilaver@avim.org.tr

Tutku DİLAVER

Nigar Gozalova is a senior researcher at the Institute of History,
Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences. She gained her doctoral

degree from the same institute in 2006. Her recent publications include
Место Азербайджана в восточной политике Великобритании в
первой трети XIX века (2017) (Azerbaijan in the Eastern Policy of Great
Britain in the First Third of the 19th Century) and Azərbaycanın Türk-
Müsəlman Əhalisinin Soyqırımı: Britaniya Kitabxanasının Arxiv
Sənədlərində (1918-1920) (2017) (The Genocide of the Turkish Muslim Population: Archival
Documents in the Library of Britain). Nigar Gozalova’s current research focuses on the history of
the South Caucasus with a special emphasis on the Armenian-Azerbaijani war of 1918-1920.

Contact: nigar22@gmail.com
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Hazar Ege Gürsoy completed her master’s studies at Middle East
Technical University (METU) Eurasian Studies Master’s Program

in 2011. She is currently a research assistant at the Eurasian Studies
Master’s Program and a Ph.D. candidate at the Doctoral Program in Area
Studies at METU. She has been conducting extensive field research in
the South Caucasus since 2010. She is currently writing her dissertation
on the social identity formation of Georgian IDPs. Hazar Ege Gürsoy’s
research interests mostly focus on Georgia, forced migration, ethnic and religious minorities,
identity and civil society.

Contact: egursoy@metu.edu.tr
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Serhat Keskin is a research assistant at the Department of Sociology at
Middle East Technical University (METU). He completed his master’s

studies at the Department of Sociology at METU in 2017. He is currently
a master’s student at METU Eurasian Studies Master’s Program and a
Ph.D. student at METU Department of Sociology. He has been conducting
extensive research in the South Caucasus since 2015. Nation-building,
secularism, minority rights and Meskhetian Turks are among Serhat Keskin’s
research interests. 
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J. Otto Pohl is currently an assistant professor in the Social Sciences
Department at the American University of Iraq, Sulaimani. He earned

his Ph.D. in History from the School of Oriental and African Studies at
the University of London.  He is the author of the books titled Ethnic
Cleansing in the USSR, 1937-1949 (1999) and The Stalinist Penal System
(1997), as well as numerous shorter pieces.
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