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Ömer Engin LÜTEM was a retired ambassador and the honorary
president of Center for Eurasian Studies (AVİM). He graduated
from Galatarasay High School and the Faculty of Political Sciences
of the University of Ankara. After several assignments in Turkish
missions in France, Germany, Italy, and Libya, he became Turkish
Consul General at Cologne, Germany in 1975. He served as Direc-
tor General of Personnel of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Turkey in 1979 and Director General of Intelligence
and Research of the Ministry in 1981. He was assigned as the Am-
bassador of the Republic of Turkey to Bulgaria in 1983 and served for six years. He
served as Deputy Undersecretary of the Ministry (1989-1992), Ambassador of the Re-
public of Turkey to the Vatican (1992-1995), and the Permanent Representative of the
Republic of Turkey to UNESCO (1995-1997). He is the founding president of Institute
for Armenian Research at Eurasian Strategic Research Center - ASAM (2001) and the
Crimes Against Humanity Research Institute (2006). He served as the Director of
AVİM between 2009-2012. He was the editor of three journals published by AVİM:
Ermeni Araştırmaları, Review of Armenian Studies, and International Crimes and His-
tory. Apart from these, beginning in 2006, he served as the instructor of a master’s de-
gree course titled “Emergence and Evolution of the Armenian Question” at the History
Department of the Middle Eastern Technical University (METU), Ankara. Lütem
passed away in January 2018.

Alev KILIÇ graduated from the Faculty of Political Sciences of
Ankara University in 1968. The next year, he joined the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (MFA) of the Republic of Turkey. During his
service at the MFA, Ambassador (R) Kılıç served in Jordan (1972-
1974) and Munich-Germany (1974-1977), at the Ministry in Ankara
(1977-1979), in Germany at the Embassy in Bonn (1979-1983), at
the Ministry in Ankara (1983-1985), in Bulgaria at the Turkish Em-
bassy in Sofia as the First Councellor (1985-1991), back in Ankara
as the Deputy Director General for Central Asian, Caucauses and
Slavic countries (1991-1996). Kılıç served as the Ambassador to the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia between 1996 and 1998 and Ambassador/Permanent Representative to
the Council of Europe in Strasbourg between 1998 and 2001. In 2001-2004, he served
as the Deputy Undersecretary of the MFA for Economic Affairs. Kılıç again served as
the Ambassador to Switzerland (2004-2009) and Ambassador to Mexican United States
(2009-2011). He retired from the MFA in 2011. Ambassador (R) Kılıç has been the
Director of Center for Eurasian Studies (AVİM) since 2013.
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Yiğit ALPOGAN graduated from the Faculty of Political Science
of Ankara University in 1967. In 1968, he joined the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey, where he served in
different positions ranging from Head of Section to Deputy
Undersecretary, and abroad in Turkish missions in several countries.
Alpogan was appointed First Secretary of the Turkish Embassy in
Tokyo (1972-1975) and in Nicosia (1975-1977), Counsellor of the
Permanent Delegation of Turkey to the UN Office in Geneva (1979-
1983), First Counsellor of the Turkish Embassy in The Hague
(1985-1989), and Minister-Counsellor of the Turkish Embassy in Athens (1991-1995).
Alpogan became ambassador in 1995 and has since served in this position in several
embassies such as Ashgabat (1995-1998) and Athens (2001-2004), before his
appointment as the first civilian Secretary General of the National Security Council of
Turkey (2004-2007). Alpogan was then appointed Ambassador to London, where he
served from 2007 to 2010. Following his retirement from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in 2010, he joined the Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) in Barcelona
and served as Deputy Secretary General until the completion of his term in 2016.
Alpogan joined Center for Eurasian Studies (AVİM) in December 2016 in an advisory
capacity.

Jeremy SALT is a former journalist and a former lecturer/professor
at the University of Melbourne, Boğaziçi University, and Bilkent
University. Throughout his academic career, he taught courses on
modern Middle Eastern history, religion and politics in the Middle
East, media and politics, and propaganda. He is the author of two
books; Imperialism, Evangelism and the Ottoman Armenians 1878-
1896 (Frank Cass, London, 1993) and The Unmaking of the Middle
East. A History of Western Disorder in Arab Lands (Berkeley: Uni-
versity of California Press, 2008). His articles have appeared in the
following journals: Middle East Policy, Third World Quarterly, Insight Turkey, Arena,
Middle Eastern Studies, Muslim World, Current History, Journal of Arabic, Islamic
and Middle Eastern Studies, International Journal of Turkish Studies, Journal of Pales-
tine Studies, and Review of Armenian Studies.

Dr. Yasemin TÜRKKAN TUNALI is a Research Assistant at the
Atatürk Institute of Hacettepe University. She obtained her bachelor’s
degree from the Department of International Relations at Hacettepe
University in 2005. In 2006, she began to serve as a research assistant
at the Atatürk Institute of Hacettepe University. She completed her
master’s degree with the dissertation titled “Türk Modernleşmesinde
Yeni Adam Dergisi (1934-1938)” (“The Yeni Adam Journal (1934-
1938) in Turkish Modernization”), and her doctoral degree with the
dissertation titled “İspanyol Diplomatik Kaynaklarına Göre I. Dünya
Savaşı ve Milli Mücadele’de Türkiye” (“World War I and Turkey during the War of Lib-
eration According to Spanish Diplomatic Sources”) at the same university. Dr. Türkkan
Tunalı carried out the research portion of her doctoral studies in Madrid-Spain intermit-
tently between 2009-2012 within the framework provided by the Erasmus+ Internship
Mobility Program, TÜBİTAK Abroad Research Scholarship, and the Atatürk Institute
of Hacettepe University. Within this timeframe, she served as a guest researcher at Sci-
entific Research High Council, History Institute (CSIC - Instituto de Historia).


