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In recent years, the issue of water has moved beyond being merely an environmental 
concern and has become part of broader security discussions. Access to water directly 
affects a wide range of areas, from healthcare and economic production to the continuity 
of daily life and social order. Particularly in arid and fragile regions such as the Middle 
East, water is not only a natural resource but also one of the fundamental elements of 
stability. In this context, the deepening of water crisis brings with it new debates that may 
affect regional balances. One of the most striking aspects of this transformation is the 
increasing tendency for water infrastructure to become a target in conflict environments. 

Conventionally, energy facilities, ports and transportation routes have been among the 
primary targets in conflicts. However, recent developments indicate that water 
infrastructure has begun to gain similar strategic importance. This situation creates a 
serious vulnerability, particularly for Gulf countries that rely heavily on desalination for 
their drinking water supply. A large number of countries, including the United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and Saudi Arabia, depend on desalination to meet their 
water needs. Indeed, approximately 99% of drinking water in Qatar, 90% in Kuwait, 86% 
in Oman and around 70% in Saudi Arabia is supplied through desalination plants.[1] 
Moreover, Gulf countries account for roughly 40% of the worlds desalinated water 
production.[2] However, this method is both costly and debated in terms of sustainability. 
More importantly, this system has proven to be highly vulnerable to external disruption, 
particularly during times of conflict. While disruptions to energy infrastructure can, to 
some extent, be managed over time, interruptions in water infrastructure tend to produce 
far more immediate and direct consequences. Since desalination facilities operate through 
interconnected infrastructure, damage at any single point does not remain isolated but 
instead creates cascading and long-term effects that require system-wide repair. 
Therefore, damage to such facilities has the potential to generate crises that directly 
affect daily life, rather than merely causing economic losses.
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It is evident that water has increasingly been used as a strategic tool (water as a weapon) 
over the past century. This demonstrates that water is not a necessity but also a means of 
exerting pressure and shaping balances of power. In this regard, recent developments in 
the Middle East, including attacks and threats directed at water desalination facilities in 
Kuwait and Bahrain in March, serve as examples supporting this trend. Furthermore, 
statements by Iran indicating that desalination plants could be directly targeted show that 
such infrastructure is now considered a potential military objective.[3]

At this point, Türkiyes position is of particular importance. Although Türkiye is not 
generally considered a water-rich country, its geographical advantages allow it to assume 
a supportive role in addressing water-related challenges. Rivers such as Ceyhan and 
Seyhan, which originate within Türkiyes borders and flow into the Mediterranean, stand 
out as potential sources. Türkiyes position as a pivotal country bridging the Middle East 
and Europe has long been regarded as an advantage in the energy sector. Projects such 
as the Trans-Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline (TANAP) have strengthened Türkiyes role in 
energy transportation. However, recent developments raise the question of whether a 
similar approach could be considered for water as well.

Certain past projects should be revisited in this context. In particular, the idea of 
transporting water to the Middle East, proposed during the period of Turgut Özal and 
known as the Peace Water Pipeline, was long considered impractical and could not be 
implemented for various reasons.[4] Similarly, projects such as the sale of water from 
Türkiye to Israel were discussed in the 2000s but no progress was made due to political 
conditions. Despite this, Türkiyes successful transfer of water to the Turkish Republic of 
Norther Cyprus (TRNC) via an undersea pipeline demonstrates that such projects are 
technically feasible.[5]

The ongoing conflict in the Middle East has made it imperative to consider energy and 
water security in tandem. The fact that a significant portion of global oil and natural gas 
trade depends on a chokepoint like the Strait of Hormuz has clearly demonstrated how 
tensions in the region directly impact global energy supplies. This increases the 
importance of alternative and more secure transit routes. One of Türkiyes existing energy 
infrastructure projects, TANAP, is a key example that transports natural gas from 
Azerbaijan to the European market via Georgia and Türkiye, thereby contributing to the 
diversification of supply sources. With the commissioning of the pipeline, Europes options 
for non-Russian energy supply have increased and the role of transit countries in energy 
flows has become more pronounced. 

A similar approach can also be conceptualized as a water and energy corridor for the Gulf 
countries. Türkiyes geographical location and water resources in certain basins present an 
alternative model for Gulf countries, which have limited natural water availability and are 
largely dependent on the Strait of Hormuz for energy transportation. A structure 
developed within this framework has the potential to create a mutually beneficial area of 
cooperation between the parties. A water and energy corridor between Türkiye and the 
Gulf countries can be envisioned as a bidirectional infrastructure model. Under this model, 
Türkiye could transport water obtained from Ceyhan and Seyhan river basins, which flow 
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into the Mediterranean, through pipelines via Syria and Iraq to countries such as Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia. Thus, the pipeline could provide an alternative to desalination, reducing 
dependence on a method that is both costly and environmentally burdensome. At the 
sime time, oil and natural gas resources from the Gulf could be transported northward 
through the same or parallel infrastructure. This would make it possible to transport 
energy resources from southern Iraq to Türkiye and onward to Europe. Existing projects 
like TANAP already demonstrate the feasibility of such a transit model by transporting 
Azerbaijani gas to Europe via Türkiye. When this system is expanded, energy from the 
Gulf can also be routed to the European market through Türkiye. In this way, Gulf 
countries would gain the opportunity to diversify their water supply, while Türkiye would 
expand its role in energy transportation and creates an alternative energy route both for 
Gulf countries dependent on Hormuz and for Europe.

Overall, a water and energy corridor between Türkiye and the Gulf countries stands out as 
a concrete model when existing infrastructure examples and regional needs are taken 
into account. This structure, based on the reciprocal flow of water and energy, not only 
enables the transfer of resources but also allows for the establishment of long-term bond 
between the parties. Türkiyes geographical position and the experience it has gained 
through existing infrastructure indicate its capacity to play a central hub in such a system. 
If the appropriate conditions are met, such a model holds the potential to redefine 
regional cooperation on an economic basis.
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