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THE USSR AND THE EMERGENCE OF THE 'ARMENIAN GENOCIDE' CLAIMS

Maxime GAUIN

On 24 January 2025, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan stated, about the tragedy
of 1915-1916: We need to understand what happened, why it happened, and through
whom we perceived the events. On 31 October of the same year, he was even more
explicit: When we say, A Turk never changes, they say the same about Armenians. When
we say, How can we trust Azerbaijan?, they say the same about Armenians. We must free
ourselves from the worldview that was shaped for us by KGB agents.[1] Regrettably, these
crucial declarations were not sufficiently commented in Western Europe, in North America
or even in Turkiye. They should not be considered only as another symptom of the
tensions between Yerevan and Moscow. They are in fact accurate. Some too little known
elements would be useful in this regard.

In 1928-1929, in the context of the radicalization of his regime, internally[2] and
externally, USSR leader Joseph Stalin provoked a crisis with Turkiye and Kemalism was
suddenly compared to Fascism in the Soviet press.[3] At the same time, the USSR funded,
through the International Minority Movement in Odessa, the coalition of the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation, of the Hoybun (Kurdish nationalist group, ancestor of the PKK)
and of the Turkish Monarchist Committee. One of the main men connecting the three
groups was Mevlanzade Rifat, a pioneer of Kurdish nationalism, closely linked to the ARF,
who published an entirely misleading book in Aleppo (he described himself as a former
leader of the Committee Union and Progress, but never was so, actually),[4] used until
today to support the Armenian genocide claims.[5] Regardless, due to the isolation of the
USSR at that time, to the defeat of the Hoybun in 1930 and to the strategic location of
Turkiye, the crisis was short-lived.

The USSR re-activated the Armenian issue in 1939,[6] just after the signing of the alliance
with Nazi Germany,[7] then in 1945-1948, in both cases in order to justify its territorial
claims on Kars and Ardahan, as well as for military facilities on the Bosporus,[8] but the
genocide allegation as such was of course not used in 1939, as the word was not yet
coined, and rarely in 1945-1948.[9]

The situation started changing during the 1950s. Armenian nationalism had been silenced
in 1948, as a result of the failure of the territorial claims against Turkiye, but started being
rehabilitated in 1954, after the death of Stalin.[10] In 1957, the USSR proposed to the
ARF, which had been almost constantly anti-Soviet since 1920s (with a brief and partial
interruption in 1928-1929), to leave the American alliance and to enter the Soviet one. A



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sz2GPkpMy50

support of Moscow for an international recognition of the Armenian genocide claims was
offered to secure the deal. Initially, the ARF leadership did not accept, but by 1963,
supporters of the Soviet alliance (Hrair Maroukian and Papken Papazian) begin to be
elected at the world bureau of the party, and, after 1965, the ARF actually changed its
alliance[11] and Maroukian was the main world leader of the ARF from 1971 to 1994. After
1972, the ARF of Lebanon broke up with the (staunchly anti-Communist) Kataeb Party and
even excluded its local leaders who were the most involved in the alliance.[12]

Coincidences of dates are remarkable. In 1963, too, the first Soviet book supporting the
Armenian genocide claims was published, then it was translated into English and
published in January 1965, becoming the very first book in a Western language presenting
this accusation.[13] And also in 1963, David Marshall Lang (1924-1991), a former British
diplomat who became a scholar, specialist of Georgia, was recruited by the KGB on the
basis of compromising elements (kompromat). As late as 1962, Lang had described
mercilessly the incompetence of the Armenian nationalist leadership at the Paris
Conference of 1919 and the Stalinist terror in Georgia.[14] Then, suddenly, after 1965, he
became the main responsible for the diffusion of the Armenian genocide claims in UK [T]
country where the Armenian community is not only small, and had been dominated from
1930s to 1950s by Calouste Gulbenkian (1869-1955), an uncompromising adversary of
Armenian nationalism.

Lang was not the only scholar of this kind. Until mid-1950s, Vahakn Dadrian, an American
sociologist born in Istanbul, was linked to the US government. In late 1950s, he turned to
the Soviet side and visited Moscow. In returned there again in 1960, but on that occasion
he was expelled for rape.[15] In other words, the KGB decided to spare him several years
in jail or in the gulag. It is obvious that his favour was not given for free. Yet, Dadrian was
active against the Turks from 1964 to late 2000s [TIII] an inordinate capacity to distort
authentic sources and to shameless use crude fakes[16] [T] and he was also the author of
the first pro-Soviet article ever published in the ARF journal of in the US, The Armenian
Review, in 1966.[17]
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