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The 62nd Munich Security Conference, to be held between February 13-15, 2026, will take 
place at a time when long-standing alliances are being questioned, the rules-based 
international order is eroding, instability is increasing, conflicts are escalating around the 
world, and the impression that the international order is undergoing a period of rupture is 
growing stronger. The report traditionally prepared to guide the conference proceedings 
was recently published under the title of "Under Destruction."[1]

The report essentially argues that the international order has entered a period of 
destructive politics, that political forces preferring destruction over reform are gaining 
momentum in many Western societies,  and that these forces, acting out of anger and 
regret towards the liberal trajectory their societies have followed, aim to destroy 
structures they believe will prevent the emergence of stronger and more prosperous 
nations, and have adopted destructive agendas to this end. In this context, the report  
argues that widespread disappointment with the performance of democratic institutions 
and widespread erosion of confidence in meaningful reforms and political course 
corrections have led to political structures appearing excessively bureaucratized and 
judicialized, both domestically and internationally. and that the perception has grown 
stronger that it is now impossible  to carry out reforms that would better serve the needs 
of the people. It is noted that " the result is a new climate in which those who employ 
bulldozers, wrecking balls, and chainsaws are often cautiously admired if not openly 
celebrated.

The report states that the most powerful figures undermining existing rules and 
institutions are US President Donald Trump and his supporters. Washington's "bulldozer 
policy" promises to break institutional inertia and find solutions to gridlock through force 
and  in this respect Washington's breakthroughs on NATO defense spending targets and 
on a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas are cases in point. However, it is unclear 
whether this destruction is actually paving the way for policies that will increase public 
security, welfare, and freedom. Attention is drawn to the fact that this situation is giving 
rise to a world order shaped by commercial agreements rather than principled 
cooperation, private interests rather than public interests, and regional hegemonies rather 
than universal norms.
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The report essentially emphasizes that "more than 80  Ȁ礀攀愀爀猠 Ȁ愀昀琀攀爠 Ȁ挀漀渀猀琀爀甀挀琀椀漀渠 Ȁ戀攀最愀渀Ⱐ Ȁ
the US-led post-1945 international order is now under destruction."

The report states that the magnitude of the challenges faced must be acknowledged, but 
also suggests that there are still actors invested in a rules-based order, that these actors 
are organizing, attempting to control the effects of disruptive policies, and exploring new 
approaches independent of Washington's leadership. It stresses that if this is not done   
and destructive policies are allowed to continue unchecked, these actors will be " at the 
mercy of great power politics and should not be surprised to find cherished rules and 
institutions in rubble." To control the policy of destruction, it argues that these actors 
must to step up  ጀ above all, by significantly investing in their own power resources and 
pooling them through closer cooperation [and they] also have to credibly demonstrate 
that meaningful reforms and political course corrections are viable  ጀ and much more likely 
to satisfy growing demands for improvements than a policy of widespread destruction.

Taken as a whole, it is possible to say that the report prepared by the Munich Security 
Conference shows that Europe has been forced to accept as a "bitter truth" that it must 
be more assertive and, especially militarily, more independent from an authoritarian US 
administration that no longer shares its commitment to liberal democratic norms and 
values. In this context, the report emphasizes that, as Europeans have recently been 
forced to accept, rejecting trade agreements that conflict with open trade rules or 
speaking out against the blatant violation of other countries' sovereignty is nearly 
impossible if you are heavily dependent on the military aid of a country that uses coercive 
tactics and undermines existing norms.  It notes that for Europeans and some of their 
partners in the Indo-Pacific, who have long relied on Washington to do the heavy lifting of 
defending their interests, this is a particularly painful realization.

The final paragraph of the report's introduction clearly articulates the critical juncture we 
have reached:

In an era of wrecking-ball politics, those who simply stand by are at constant risk of 
entombment. And given the amount of demolition already happening, it is no longer 
enough to only engage in reactive, small-scale efforts to reconstruct the old status 
quo. Those who oppose the politics of destruction have to fortify essential 
structures, draw up new, more sustainable designs, and become bold builders 
themselves. Too much is at stake. In fact, everything is at stake.[2]  

In the context of the 2026 Munich Security Report summarized above, we at AVİM would 
like to remind  that we have long been emphasizing the importance of the concept of 
"strategic autonomy" for Türkiye, and we present below the final section of our 
commentary on this subject dated September 23, 2025:

We believe that our claim that the structure and normative foundations of the 
international order that has prevailed since World War II are being fundamentally 
questioned is no longer a controversial issue, but a reality that deserves in-depth 
study. Our observations and interpretations regarding the radical shifts in alliance 
models, development paradigms, and foreign policy orientations are no longer 
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fanciful predictions, as some claim, but rather the reality of our times, which some 
find dreadful for the Eurocentric/Western-centric world order. It is not possible to 
build the future by ignoring these facts and burying our heads in the sand. Like any 
intellectual endeavour, these realities of the time must be discussed objectively, and 
new dimensions must be given to stereotyped approaches. [3]

 

 *Image: Security Conference

 

[1] Tobias Bunde and Sophie Eisentraut (eds.), Munich Security Report 2026: Under 
Destruction, Munich: Munich Security Conference, February 2026, 
https://doi.org/10.47342/JWIE5806.

[2] Munich Security Report 2026, p. 34.

[3] Teoman Ertuğrul Tulun. Constructive Eurasianism and a Look Back at the Past. 
Commentary No: 2025 / 85. 9/23/2025. https://avim.org.tr/tr/Yorum/YAPICI-AVRASYACILIK-
VE-GECMISE-BAKIS-1

About the Author : 

Teoman Ertuğrul Tulun is an analyst at Ankara-based think-tank Center for Eurasian Studies. Dr. 
Teoman Ertuğrul Tulun received his Ph.D. in Political Science and Public Administration from İhsan 
Doğramacı Bilkent University in Ankara. His area of research include European Union Studies, 
Globalization, Xenophobia, Hate Speech Studies and International Relations.

To cite this article: TULUN, Teoman Ertuğrul. 2026. "THE MYTH OF RULES-BASED INTERNATIONAL 
ORDER IS UNDER DESTRUCTION ." Center For Eurasian Studies (AVİM), Commentary No.2026 / 10. 
February 13. Accessed March 19, 2026. https://avim.org.tr/public/en/Yorum/THE-MYTH-OF-RULES-
BASED-INTERNATIONAL-ORDER-IS-UNDER-DESTRUCTION

Süleyman Nazif Sok. No: 12/B Daire 3-4 06550 Çankaya-ANKARA / TÜRKİYE
Tel: +90 (312) 438 50 23-24 • Fax: +90 (312) 438 50 26

 @avimorgtr
 https://www.facebook.com/avrasyaincelemelerimerkezi

E-Mail: info@avim.org.tr
http://avim.org.tr

3

https://avim.org.tr/tr/Yorum/YAPICI-AVRASYACILIK-VE-GECMISE-BAKIS-1
https://avim.org.tr/tr/Yorum/YAPICI-AVRASYACILIK-VE-GECMISE-BAKIS-1


© 2009-2025 Center for Eurasian Studies (AVİM) All Rights Reserved

 

4


