
Deniz Ünver

Independent Researcher

 

The Egyptian government declared that the country is planning to build a 114 km long  
artificial river[1] in the northwest of the country. The artificial river, or the New Delta 
project, which will be parallel to the Nile River, costs 5.2 billion dollars[2]. As informed by 
the government officials, there will be three channels of the planned artificial river. 
According to Abbas Sharaky, Professor of Water Resources and Irrigation, the first channel 
of the artificial river, which will be 42 km long, will carry 10 million cubic meters of water
[3]. This will enable to irrigate about 600,000 acres. In addition to this, the second 
channel, which will be 170 km long, will provide the irrigation of 800,000 acres of land.[4]. 
Thus, the third channel, which will be 12 km long, will win 64,000 acres of land for 
irrigation[5]. The main aim of the project is to increase the area for wheat cultivation in 
Egypt since the country is the most significant importer of wheat.

In this context, it is expected that the New Delta Project will bring several benefits to 
Egypt. First of all, the artificial river will provide expanding agricultural land and decrease 
the level of dependence on food and wheat imports, according to the Egyptian authorities
[6]. In this way, the artificial river will contribute to the food security of the country as 
well as decrease the import levels. Accordingly, the New Delta project will benefit Egypt 
by providing high-quality agricultural products, as Egypts State Information Service 
Website emphasized[7]. Furthermore, it is expected that the artificial river, which will be 
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built close to airports and ports, will increase employment levels in the country.

Despite the possible benefits, the New Delta project was criticized by many Egyptians. 
The main point of the criticisms towards this project is whether it is the right time to build 
such a mega project due to the deteriorated financial situation of the country. It is known 
that Cairo borrowed 3 billion dollars of loans from the IMF last March due to its financial 
difficulties, such as the rising inflation and the fall of its currency. Besides, the country 
owed more than 52 billion dollars of loans from various multilateral institutions, as the 
2022 Central Bank Report of Egypt declared[8].

It is noteworthy that the war in Ukraine had negative consequences on wheat prices, and 
Egypt was affected by this as it is among the worlds biggest wheat importers. Indeed, 
Russia and Ukraine supplied 80 per cent of Egypts wheat imports in 2021[9]. Within this 
context, the Egyptian government plans to restore food autonomy by decreasing the 
independence of wheat to Russia and Ukraine through the New Delta Project.

Moreover, even before the war in Ukraine, Egypt has had water issues with other 
countries in the MENA region. It is known that the Nile River, which has 11 riparian 
countries, is crucial for Egypt as the country is dependent on it for survival. As a matter of 
fact, 90 per cent of the population in Egypt is dependent on the Nile for survival.[10]. 
However, it is anticipated that Egyptians may suffer from water scarcity over the next two 
years.[11]. The country has been in a water deficit since the beginning of 2023[12]. Even 
the countrys President stressed that the water resources of the Nile would not be able to 
be enough for the growing population of Egypt[13]. Thus, the country may run out of 
water by 2025, according to the UNICEF officials[14]. Several reasons, such as climate 
change, population growth and a fight for water resources, contribute to the water 
scarcity in the Nile River[15]. This means that agricultural production in Egypt will suffer 
more in case of the realization of those scenarios.

It is worth mentioning that the water sharing of the Nile has become a reason for conflict 
among the riparian countries. In 2019, Ethiopia and Egypt were almost about to engage in 
a war due to the Nile dam, which Ethiopia put forward. Back then, Addis Ababa was 
building the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD), whose construction was planned 
in the 1960s and started in 2011[16]. The GERD, which was worth 4 billion dollars[17], 
was planned to be built on the Blue Nile, which is one of the main tributaries of the Nile. 
The primary motivation of the project was to contribute to the electricity needs of 
Ethiopia. Nevertheless, Egypt, which has had worries about water scarcity, is vehemently 
opposed to the GERD due to the fear that the proposed dam could stem the flow of the 
Nile. The negotiations between Ethiopia and Egypt have continued for months. However, 
the two countries failed to reach a consensus on the GERD. It was even feared that Egypt 
and Ethiopia might engage in war after  the Ethiopian Prime Minister declared that 
Ethiopia should be ready to engage in war with Egypt, according to the Associated Press.
[18]. However, the GERD was completed despite the tensions surrounding the two 
countries.

In conclusion, in view of the water scarcity, it can be said that the New Delta Project will 
could several benefits to Egypt. Ensuring food security, decreasing wheat import, and 
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rising employment levels are benefits of the New Delta Project. Despite the criticisms, the 
New Delta Project may contribute positively to the countrys soaring economy by 
decreasing dependence on wheat imports. Thus, the artificial river is crucial for Cairo as 
the country is located in a place where water scarcity and dispute over water, or more 
specifically, water resources of the Nile River, occur.

 

*Photograph: https://scenenow.com/Buzz/World-s-Largest-Man-made-River-Will-Cultivate-
Egypt-s-Western-Desert
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