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In our recent analysis of democratic developments in Moldova, we stated that the recent 
elections, in principle, marked a turning point in the countrys democratic journey, 
confirming a victory for reformist forces that campaigned on transparency, European 
integration, and institutional renewal. We also highlighted the countrys enduring 
vulnerabilities. We argued that Moldovas resistance to polarization and its measured 
engagement with both Eastern and Western frameworks could serve as a regional model 
for developing balanced policy approaches in the transition zone from Eastern Europe to 
broader Eurasia.[1] In this context, it should be underlined that Moldova's most sensitive 
vulnerability stems from its recent stance regarding the Gagauz Autonomous Region.

According to reliable online news sources, in the 28 September election, out of 3,299,396 
registered voters, 1,608,518 Moldovans casted their votes with a turnout of 52.21%, It is 
noted in this respect that 281,170 Moldovans voted from abroad  ᐀洀愀椀渀氀礀  from Italy, 
Germany, Romania, France, and the UK ᐀洀愀欀椀渀最 the diaspora vote an essential factor in 
the final result.[2]

In this overall picture, the main point both the Moldovan administration and the EU should 
carefully examine and be concerned about is that a party introduced as pro-EU and with a 
majority in Parliament received only 3% of the vote in Gagauzia, an autonomous region of 
Moldova. As mentioned in the western-oriented new sources, the Gagauz are a Turkic 
people, but unlike most Turkic groups they are Eastern Orthodox Christians.[3] They are 
described in such sources as Gagauzians are a small Turkic-speaking minority in a country 
mostly comprised of ethnic Romanians, and this land has gone back and forth throughout 
history between Romanian and Russian power.[4]

As a very brief reminder of their legal status in Moldova, without going into the details, 
Gagauz Turks are recognized as a people in Moldova with the autonomy status they 
gained in 1994. The Gagauz Autonomy Act of 1994 provides for the Special Status of 
Gagauzia/Gagauz-Yeri.  According to its preamble, the Act aims to preserve the Gagauz 
national identity, foster the Gagauz language and culture, and secure political and 
economic independence for this nationality. Article 1 defines that, being a manifestation 
of the self-determination of the Gagauz people, Gagauz-Yeri is an autonomous unit of 
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special status and, as such, an integral component of the Republic of Moldova, and grants 
collective rights to the minority. Legislation rests with the Assembly of Gagauz-Yeri. The 
highest-ranking administrative official of Gagauz-Yeri is the Governor (Bascan), who is 
directly elected by the territory's population for a 4-year mandate. The Autonomy Act also 
mentions Gagauz external self-determination. This right might be achieved if the Republic 
of Moldova's status as an independent state changes (i.e., if it unites with Romania).[5]

In relation to this brief background information, it should be mentioned that on August 5, 
2025, the Moldovan court sentenced the governor (bashkan) of the Gagauzia autonomous 
region, Eugenia Guțsul,  to a seven-year custodial sentence and a 40 million lei fine 
(approximately  가㈀⸀㈀㠀 million) for allegedly using illicit funds in an election campaign. She 
was elected to this office in 2023 for 4 years. She was considered and accused not only by 
Moldovan authorities but also by the EU as a "pro-Russian" politician. Moldovan police 
arrested Gutsul at Chișinău airport as she was boarding a flight to Türkiye.[6]

According to online sources, Guțsul denied the accusations, stating they were fabricated 
and politically motivated. She claimed the case aimed to remove her from her position 
and suppress the voices of Gagauzias voters, who are a Turkic, Orthodox Christian 
minority group. In her public statement, she alleged that the central government and 
President Maia Sandus Party of Action and Solidarity (PAS) were persecuting opposition 
members, influencing courts, and issuing politically motivated rulings to remain in power. 
She appealed to the United Nations to intervene, framing the case as a violation of 
democratic rights and regional self-government.[7] In fact, public reaction was also swift. 
Thousands gathered in Comrat, Gagauzias capital, and outside court buildings to protest. 
Religious leaders criticized the trial, calling it a political fabrication. The Moldovan 
Orthodox Church offered prayers for Guțsul, portraying her as someone wronged by 
injustice and political persecution.

The Gagauzia issue highlights the fragile aspects of Moldova's current political system. It 
could be argued that the Moldovan government's closeness to Western partners provides 
Moldova with advantages in establishing itself within the Western world. However, it is 
essential to note that an excessive pro-Western stance risks alienating considerable 
segments of the population, particularly Russian-speaking communities and the Orthodox 
Church. In this context, it is crucial to remember that the Gagauz have a strong Turkish 
identity, are closely monitored by the Turkish public opinion, and that victimizing them as 
a minority of Turkish origin in Eastern Europe will cause dissatisfaction in  Türkiye.
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https://www.turkhaber.com/amp/haber/gagavuzya-ozerk-bolgesi-baskani-gutsul-gozaltina-alindi-4076337.html
https://www.haberler.com/politika/gagavuzya-ozerk-bolgesi-baskani-turkiye-den-yardim-talep-ediyor-16917876-haberi/?no_header=1
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