
CONSTRUCTIVE EURASIANISM AND PAST REFLECTIONS

Teoman Ertuğrul TULUN

Analyst

Reminder of Our Past Analyses

The Center for Eurasian Studies (AVİM) has been advancing the concept of Constructive 
Eurasianism for a long time. We have published numerous analyses and commentaries on 
this concept. One of our latest articles on this topic, titled "Constructive Eurasianism: 
Revisitıing Definitions," is included in the footnote below.[1] AVİM has been stating in this 
context that significant changes are occurring along the broad West-East axis, which we 
refer to as wide Eurasia, and that these changes are leading to remarkable shifts in global 
alignments.

Based on these observations, AVİM has sought answers to the following questions: Why 
should Türkiye limit its relations only to 'the West' when Western nations themselves are 
reassessing their global roles? Is adhering to the outdated concept of the 'Western 
bloc'  ᐀眀栀攀爀攀  Türkiye is seen as merely the eastern-most outpost  ᐀猀琀椀氀氀  beneficial? Why 
shouldn't Türkiye explore opportunities to forge new and closer ties with Eastern 
countries? Wouldn't such a new way of thinking be more in line with Türkiye's national 
interests?

AVİMs Constructive Eurasianism concept advocates for Türkiye to carefully balance its 
Western ties with Eastern opportunities, positioning it as a unique nexus between Europe 
and Asia. This geopolitical approach promotes regional cooperation across Eurasia, 
emphasizes strategic autonomy, and values stability and security. It seeks to explore new 
syntheses by rediscovering the East and acknowledges the role of international 
institutions. It aims to analyze and manage the manipulations that create regional 
destabilization correctly and to develop Türkiyes role as a stabilizing force that respects 
neighboring sovereignties and supports their development and Euro-Atlantic aspirations.

In this vein, our Constructive Eurasianism approach rejects narrow-minded anti-
Westernism. It is committed to maintaining and valuing a close connection with the West. 
In parallel, it prioritizes seeking new opportunities for cooperation with Eastern partners. 
While appreciating the West's valuable contributions to global developments, it does not 
blindly ignore its historical faults and turn its back on the particular sufferings the West 
has caused throughout history. It repudiates the unquestioning glorification of 
Euro/Western-centric thought and characterizes this approach as an epistemic injustice to 
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and an undervaluing of the non-Western world. Constructive Eurasianism concept does 
not compromise Türkiye's strategic autonomy. At the same time, it remains committed to 
the alliances in which it has been a member for years, recognizing that its decision/policy 
maker voice in these alliances is an integral part of Türkiye's national security.

In the context of discussions surrounding the concept of Constructive Eurasianism, the 
most significant point that strikes us is the exaggerated, hypersensitive, and allergic 
reaction to the word "Eurasia" in some academic and political circles. In our judgement, it 
is time for those who blindly admire the West/Europe to distance themselves from such 
reactions when they hear the word "Eurasia" and abandon their obsession with viewing 
those who use it as advocates of a particular ideology.

 

Current Substantial Evaluations

In fact, today we are witnessing an increasingly widespread view that the world is 
changing rapidly and that we are entering a new period of uncertainty. For example, in a 
recent article published in an online newspaper titled "Towards a new world order ☀ Is the 
world order as we know it collapsing?" penned by a prominent high level politician such  
developments are analyzed by citing the famous dictum  of Italian philosopher, politician, 
and political theorist Antonio Gramsci: "The old is dead, but the new has not yet been 
born." In this context, it is stated in the introduction of the article that "the rules and 
institutions that have cemented international relations are crumbling. The liberal order, 
once presented as the 'end of history,' today resembles a structure disintegrating within 
itself."[2]

This famous dictum is included in the book titled "Selection from the Prison Notebooks" 
(Quaderni del carcere) written by Gramsci while he was in prison between 1929 and 1935. 
In the book, under the title of "Wave of Materialism and Crisis of Authority," Gramsci 
expresses his analysis as follows: "The crisis consists precisely in the fact that the old is 
dying and the new cannot be born; in this interregnum, a great variety of morbid 
symptoms appear... a problem caused by the 'crisis of authority' of the old generations in 
power, and by the mechanical impediment that has been imposed on those who could 
exercise hegemony, which prevents them from carrying out their mission."[3]

 

Historical Statements in the Past

As we mentioned before, there are periods of profound change in global international 
relations and national histories. During these periods, prominent state people and 
politicians made statements of historical significance. Such distinguished dictum-type 
statements also exist in Turkish political history. For example, sixty-one years ago, on 
April 16, 1964, İsmet İnönü, the then-Prime Minister, the Second President of the Republic 
of Türkiye, and the Chairperson of the Republican People's Party for 33 years and 134 
days, made a significant statement during the Cyprus events that would go down in 
history and have global repercussions. İsmet İnönü's statement is generally remembered 
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as, "A new world order will be established; Turkey will take its place within that order." A 
respected academic expresses this statement as follows:

As the conflict in Cyprus continued, the Turkish public began to criticize the İnönü 
government's policy of non-intervention on the island, and İnönü began to toughen his 
rhetoric in an attempt to appease this public. On April 16, 1964, in an interview with Time 
magazine, he made a statement that would later enter the annals of Turkish political life: 
"If the allies do not change their stance, the Western alliance may collapse... A new world 
will be established under new conditions, and Turkey will find its place in this world." 
(CUMHURİYET, April 17, 1964) Thus, for the first time, the message was being sent to 
Western bloc countries, especially the US, that Turkey could, if necessary, pursue other 
foreign policy alternatives. Considering the policy of the USSR, which had sought to 
develop its relations with Turkey, especially in the economic sphere, since 1960 and had 
repeatedly reiterated this demand, it is inconceivable that İnönü's cautionary statement 
was solely directed at domestic policy and would not resonate in the West.[4]

İsmet İnönü's mentioned statement to Time magazine appeared in the headline of the 
April 16, 1964, issue of Milliyet newspaper, with brief explanations, as follows:

"In his statement to Time magazine, İnönü urged the allies to change their stance.

'THE WESTERN ALLIANCE WILL COLLAPSE

Our allies are competing with distant states that are working to dismantle NATO. We 
are patient so that it does not deteriorate.[5]

The newspaper reflects İnönü's famous dictum at the beginning of its report as 
follows:

If our allies can be successful in their  efforts to reduce  this alliance to ruin, a new 
world would be established under the new circumstances, and Türkiye would find its 
own place in this new world."

 

Final remarks

We believe that our claim that the structure and normative foundations of the 
international order that has prevailed since World War II are being fundamentally 
questioned is no longer a controversial issue, but a reality that deserves in-depth study. 
Our observations and interpretations regarding the radical shifts in alliance models, 
development paradigms, and foreign policy orientations are no longer fanciful predictions, 
as some claim, but rather the reality of our times, which some find dreadful for the 
Eurocentric/Western-centric world order. It is not possible to build the future by ignoring 
these facts and burying our heads in the sand. Like any intellectual endeavour, these 
realities of the time must be discussed objectively, and new dimensions must be given to 
stereotyped approaches.
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