A .
AVRASYA INCELEMELERI MERKEZI

CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES AVIM Commentary ° NO. 2022 / 17 °

WHY IS GERMANY INCREASING ITS ARMAMENT CAPACITY?
Sevval Beste GOKCELIK

Scholar in Residence

The Russia-Ukraine War brought radical changes with it to German policy. Chancellor of
Germany Olaf Scholz, in his speech on February 27, acknowledged that a new era has
been entered after the attack on Ukraine. These ongoing events paved the way for an
unprecedented increase in Germanys defensive capabilities and armament. The German
Foreign Minister made speeches for Germany to drop its exceptional restraint in its
foreign and security policy. Chancellor Olaf Scholz has announced that Germany will
increase its defense budget by more than 30% until it exceeded the NATO benchmark of
2%, a level strongly encouraged by the USA. The announcement was received positively
by the German public against a suddenly resurgent Russian threat.[1]

Germany reaffirms its commitment to nuclear deterrence and NATOs participation in the
nuclear sharing arrangement, emphasizing the importance of defense-industrial
cooperation to equip Europeans with the appropriate means to defend themselves - by
force if necessary. In this context, the German top military commander announced that
the government would endorse additional deployments to secure the allies in the east in
response to the Russian aggression.[2]

After the end of the Cold War, Germany cut off its defense budget and used its reduced
military not to protect its homeland but to assist NATO missions abroad. During a NATO
joint training exercise in 2015, German troops had to use black-painted broomsticks
instead of guns due to equipment shortages.[3] After the Ukraine-Russian war, the risk of
its expansion at Europes eastern flank accelerated Germanys armament.

It is emphasized that the rest of Europe will feel more secure as Germany rebuilds its
army. This attitude of Germany can be seen as a move in favor of Ukraine. As the war
continues, it brings huge economic, geopolitical and financial losses for Russia every day.
Olaf Scholz announced that he wants to cut most of the banks in Russia from SWIFT and
freeze all the assets of the oligarchs. Scholzs rhetoric to move away from raw material
dependence on Russia is a factor that will negatively affect Russia. In addition, Germany is
trying to prevent Moscow from doing the gas transfer alone or starting to use it to
manipulate Berlin politics and thus the entire European Union. Accordingly, two large gas
ports will be built in Germany to reduce foreign dependency.[4]

Considering the German defense debate, it can be argued that the population is more




aware of major threats and public support for German defense and security to have new
resources is increasing. The great shock to many Germans by Putins aggression will have
a significant impact on building public support for Berlins new policy. Already, national
polls show an overwhelming majority in favor of both arms exports to Ukraine and new
defense funding.[5]

Germany declared that a functioning and well-equipped armed forces is a necessary
condition for a forward-looking and active German foreign and security policy, and within
this framework, investments have started to develop its armed forces. The Ukrainian-
Russian War has already re-energized the debate on the defense architecture of Europe.
Policymakers in Berlin are trying to strengthen Germany militarily while at the same time
trying to reduce dependence on Russia economically. These changes indicate that a new
European Ostpolitik as well as weltpolitik will emerge from Berlin on the interests and
concerns of other central and eastern European countries within the EU, NATO and
beyond. According to the common view on the European side, peace in Europe will require
defense against Russia.

*Photograph: https://worldcrunch.com/opinion-analysis/germany-rearmament

[1]Robert Farley, Russias Nightmare Comes True: Germanys M|I|tary Is Back, 19FortyFive,
8 March 2022 : i - - - -

[2]Rafael Loss & Angela Mehrer, How Germany can sustain its policy revolution, ECFR, 4

March 2022, https://ecfr eu/article/how-germany-can-sustain-its-policy-revolution/

[3]Rob Schmitz, With war on its doorstep, Germany plans a major military buildup, npr, 22
March 2022, : -mili -bui -
. on-ukrai

[4]Slawomir Sierakowski, What The Militarization Of Germany Means For Europe, DGAP, 1

March 2022, https://dgap.org/en/research/publications/what-militarization-germany-
means-europe

[5]Sophia Besch & Sarah Brockmeier, Waking A Sleeping Giant: Whats Next For German
Security Policy?, War On The Rocks, 9 March 2022,

ty-noli



https://worldcrunch.com/opinion-analysis/germany-rearmament
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2022/03/russias-nightmare-comes-true-germanys-military-is-back/
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2022/03/russias-nightmare-comes-true-germanys-military-is-back/
https://ecfr.eu/article/how-germany-can-sustain-its-policy-revolution/
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/22/1087859567/germany-military-buildup-russia-invasion-ukraine
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/22/1087859567/germany-military-buildup-russia-invasion-ukraine
https://dgap.org/en/research/publications/what-militarization-germany-means-europe
https://dgap.org/en/research/publications/what-militarization-germany-means-europe
https://warontherocks.com/2022/03/waking-a-sleeping-giant-whats-next-for-german-security-policy
https://warontherocks.com/2022/03/waking-a-sleeping-giant-whats-next-for-german-security-policy

About the Author :

Sevval Beste Gokcelik graduated from the Department of International Relations, Faculty of Political
Sciences of Ankara University in 2019. Following the completion of her bachelor's degree, she began
a graduate program with a thesis in Eurasian Studies at the Middle East Technical University in 2019.
In 2018, she took undergraduate and graduate courses at Universita di studi degli Siena (University of

Siena) as part of the Erasmus program.

PYring halsUndRIgradBEEEIkICaEQRaISBE STEMVEShBS ARy GEN GERMAN Y IfiER ERSIRG fRrsnARMAKRNA
BRIBAeny 2ndcaHRie Hor ABGH4SIa P it dRss Y A0IMYY eCorRAARA NI £ 559279 PN MRRHHCRY, ecereMBi

MEHaTy. ang, sociggagturaliigySlopmanssgtbob ANest HAY- 185G RRIA N -NEC RELLSNSRINT SHERM B RERE-
gAbgsigytitled 'Youth Organizations in the Arab Spring'. In addition, she prepared the TURKSAM

Migration Bulletin. During her graduate studies, she completed an internship in the field of
international promotion and marketing in Krakow, Poland in 2019.

She joinegl AVIM as a scholar in residence in November 2020.

ﬁ AVRASYA MERKEZI
CENTER F STUDIES

Suleyman Nazif Sok. No: 12/B Daire 3-4 06550 Cankaya-ANKARA / TURKIYE
Tel: +90 (312) 438 50 23-24 « Fax: +90 (312) 438 50 26

v @avimorgtr

f https://www.facebook.com/avrasyaincelemelerimerkezi

E-Mail: info@avim.org.tr

http://avim.org.tr

© 2009-2025 Center for Eurasian Studies (AVIiM) All Rights Reserved




