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EU'S ANTI-TURKEY STANCE IS STILL ALIVE EVEN WHEN SELECTING
MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
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One of the most important tasks in the European Commission is the Commissioner for
Neighborhood and Enlargement. This task, apart from being important for the European
Union (EU), is also a critical position for Turkey regarding the EU. Last week, Hungary's
nominee for the Neighborhood and Enlargement Commissioner Oliver Varhelyi was asked
questions by the European Parliamentarians. The expressed doubts and questions asked
have been obtrusive for Turkey. On November 15, the questioning regarding Turkey,
Russia[l] and the "Western Balkans" lasted three hours and his candidacy was not
approved on the grounds that the answers were not perceived as convincing. Thereupon,
Varhelyi was asked to answer questions in written form in order to convince the
parliamentarians until November 18.[2] During the questioning, Oliver Varhelyi was
expected to be convincing with regard to him not remaining under the influence of Orbans
government which supports Turkey.

While the selection of the Neighborhood and Enlargement Commissioner of the European
Commission is a gratifying development, it is unfortunate for Turkey and Varhelyi that
Turkey is considered to be a subject that the EU should avoid, that Varhelyi was
questioned for three hours and that he was even asked to provide his answers in written
form.

The questioning of Varhelyi by the European Parliamentarians in itself constitutes
discrimination. It is upsetting that the EU perceives Turkey, a country that is at the stage
of negotiations for the EU accession process, as a country that is "dangerous" and "should
be excluded". The vote in the European Parliament will take place in Strasbourg[3]
tomorrow (27 November 2019).

[1]1 Ursula von der Leyen Seeks New Balance, politico.eu, 10 November 2019,

[21 AB Komisyonunun Genisleme Adayl Sorgulama Asamasini Gecti, Nihai Oylama



applewebdata://B933A877-C0CF-4FF5-9475-250C6FD8B84A#_ftn1
applewebdata://B933A877-C0CF-4FF5-9475-250C6FD8B84A#_ftn2
applewebdata://B933A877-C0CF-4FF5-9475-250C6FD8B84A#_ftn3
applewebdata://B933A877-C0CF-4FF5-9475-250C6FD8B84A#_ftnref1
https://tr.euronews.com/2019/11/18/ab-komisyonu-nun-genisleme-aday-sorgulama-asamasini-gecti-nihai-oylama-onumuzdeki-hafta
https://tr.euronews.com/2019/11/18/ab-komisyonu-nun-genisleme-aday-sorgulama-asamasini-gecti-nihai-oylama-onumuzdeki-hafta
applewebdata://B933A877-C0CF-4FF5-9475-250C6FD8B84A#_ftnref2

Onumizdeki Hafta, EuroNews.com, 18 November 2019,

[31 Schedule 0 Sitting of 25/11/2019 0 28/11/2
http://www.europarl europa.eu/sed/doc/news/flash/22721/SYN_OJ) November%20Il_STR_EN
Jodf

About the Author :

Hazel Cagan-Elbir is an analyst in AVIM. Cagan-Elbir continues her studies in Political Economy
doctorate program at Atilim University.

To cite this article: ELBIR, Hazel CAGAN. 2026. "EU'S ANTI-TURKEY STANCE IS STILL ALIVE EVEN
WHEN SELECTING MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION." Center For Eurasian Studies (AViM),
Commentary No.2019 / 61. November 29. Accessed January 08, 2026.
https://avim.org.tr/en/Yorum/EU-S-ANTI-TURKEY-STANCE-IS-STILL-ALIVE-EVEN-WHEN-SELECTING-
MEMBERS-OF-THE-EUROPEAN-COMMISSION

'AVRASYA INCELEMELERT MERKEZ
CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES.

Sileyman Nazif Sok. No: 12/B Daire 3-4 06550 Cankaya-ANKARA / TURKIYE
Tel: +90 (312) 438 50 23-24 « Fax: +90 (312) 438 50 26

V] @avimorgtr

f https://www.facebook.com/avrasyaincelemelerimerkezi

E-Mail: info@avim.org.tr

http://avim.org.tr

© 2009-2025 Center for Eurasian Studies (AVIiM) All Rights Reserved

019,



https://tr.euronews.com/2019/11/18/ab-komisyonu-nun-genisleme-aday-sorgulama-asamasini-gecti-nihai-oylama-onumuzdeki-hafta
https://tr.euronews.com/2019/11/18/ab-komisyonu-nun-genisleme-aday-sorgulama-asamasini-gecti-nihai-oylama-onumuzdeki-hafta
applewebdata://B933A877-C0CF-4FF5-9475-250C6FD8B84A#_ftnref3
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sed/doc/news/flash/22721/SYN_OJ_November II_STR_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sed/doc/news/flash/22721/SYN_OJ_November II_STR_EN.pdf

