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For decades, the Cyprus question has primarily been debated through the lenses of 
security, sovereignty, international law, and diplomatic recognition. In recent years, 
however, a new dimension has become apparent. The parties are no longer seeking to 
strengthen their strategic positions solely through political discourse or diplomatic 
initiatives; infrastructure projects that will shape the islands future have also emerged as 
an important instrument of policy. This development suggests that the Cyprus question is 
gradually evolving into a case of infrastructure geopolitics, where physical connectivity is 
becoming as significant as political negotiations.

The memorandum of understanding signed between Türkiye and the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus (TRNC) on 10 July 2026 for the construction of a natural gas pipeline 
represents the latest example of this broader trend.[1] At first sight, the project may 
appear to be a technical investment aimed at enhancing energy supply security. However, 
when examined in light of its timing, design, and role within the broader framework of 
regional energy politics, it becomes evident that the initiative carries strategic 
implications extending well beyond the energy sector. Rather than constituting an 
isolated project, it reflects a broader policy pursued by Türkiye over the past decade, one 
that seeks to deepen integration with the TRNC through a series of mutually reinforcing 
infrastructure initiatives.

The first major milestone of this process was the Türkiye-TRNC Water Supply Project, 
completed in 2015. Widely known as the Project of the Century, the initiative was 
designed to meet the islands freshwater needs while simultaneously becoming one of the 
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most tangible examples of infrastructure-based cooperation between Türkiye and TRNC. It 
was followed by the electricity interconnection project which aims to strengthen TRNCs 
energy supply security by linking it to Türkiyes electricity grid. The recently announced 
natural gas pipeline should therefore be viewed not as a standalone undertaking but as 
the latest component of this long-term strategy of infrastructural integration. Taken 
together, these projects represent a coherent and complementary vision rather than a 
series of unrelated investments. Whereas the security dimension of the Cyprus question 
was largely shaped in the aftermath of 1974, infrastructure projects have emerged as a 
defining element of Türkiye-TRNC relations and of the islands broader geopolitical 
landscape.

One of the most significant features distinguishing the natural gas pipeline from previous 
projects is that it is not intended solely to meet the TRNCs domestic energy needs. 
Turkish officials have stated that the pipeline will be designed to operate in a bidirectional 
manner.[2] Such a design reflects a longer-term strategic vision that extends beyond 
present-day consumption requirements. In the future, it could enable natural gas 
produced in the Eastern Mediterranean to be transported to Türkiye and subsequently to 
European markets, thereby creating an alternative regional energy corridor.

To date, no commercially viable natural gas reserves have been confirmed within the 
maritime jurisdiction claimed by TRNC. Nevertheless, the decision to design the pipeline 
as a bidirectional system indicates that the project is not intended merely to address 
todays energy needs. Viewed in the context of Türkiyes broader ambition to establish 
itself as a regional energy hub, it is evident that TRNC is also being positioned as part of 
this long-term strategic vision. Consequently, the project goes beyond enhancing the 
islands energy security, it also represents a strategic investment aimed at shaping the 
future geopolitical landscape of energy in the Eastern Mediterranean.

The political developments preceding the announcement of the project are equally 
noteworthy. In July 2026, the European (Union) Parliament (EP) adopted a resolution 
containing serious allegations and defamatory claims against the Turkish Armed Forces in 
relation to the events of 1974.[3] Ankara rejected the resolution, describing it as a 
politically motivated document that disregards historical realities and declaring it null and 
void.[4] Although preparations for the resolution had begun before the signing of the 
natural gas memorandum, the close timing of these two developments suggests that the 
Cyprus question has entered a period in which the parties are increasingly seeking to 
reinforce their respective positions through different strategic instruments.

The EP resolution was not the only noteworthy development. Following the signing of the 
natural gas memorandum between Türkiye and TRNC, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus (GCASC) described the agreement as 
illegal, arguing that it would further integrate what it referred to as the occupied areas 
with Türkiye.[5] Likewise, the European Unions (EU) High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, Kaja Kallas, stated that the EU expects Türkiye to respect the 
sovereignty and sovereign rights of the "Republic of Cyprus" (meaning GCASC), thereby 
framing the pipeline project primarily within the context of the sovereignty of an EU 
member state rather than its potential contribution to regional energy security.[6] These 
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reactions demonstrate that the objections raised by both the Greek Cypriot side and the 
EU extend beyond the construction of a new energy project. At the core of their concerns 
lies the prospect of deeper infrastructural connectivity between Türkiye and TRNC. In 
other words, the debate is not only about the transportation of natural gas, it is about an 
emerging model of political and economic integration built upon infrastructure. This 
reflects a broader trend in contemporary international relations, where infrastructure has 
become an increasingly influential geopolitical instrument. Major powers and regional 
actors are no longer expanding their influence solely through military deployments or 
diplomatic initiatives, but also through ports, railways, energy pipelines, electricity grids, 
digital networks, and transportation corridors. Chinas Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the 
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), and the EU's Global Gateway are 
examples of this global shift. Türkiyes water, electricity, and natural gas projects with 
TRNC can likewise be understood as components of an infrastructure diplomacy strategy 
that strengthens physical connectivity and economic integration between the two sides.

Two distinct strategic approaches are becoming evident in the Cyprus question. On the 
one hand, Türkiye seeks to enhance the resilience of TRNC and deepen its de facto 
integration through infrastructure projects and stronger economic connectivity. On the 
other hand, the EU and GCASC continue to reinforce their political narratives through 
international legal arguments, human rights discourse, and diplomatic platforms, 
frequently overlooking the broader historical context and relying on one-sided 
interpretations of the Cyprus question. The use of such narratives as instruments of 
political pressure in international forums does not contribute to a constructive resolution 
of the Cyprus question. Instead, it represents yet another manifestation of the long-
standing unilateral approach maintained by GCASC.

In the coming period, the completion of the natural gas pipeline and the implementation 
of the electricity interconnection project are expected to significantly strengthen the 
energy infrastructure of the Eastern Mediterranean while enhancing the regions energy 
connectivity with Europe. In particular, the bidirectional design of the natural gas pipeline 
creates the potential for future energy resources discovered in the Eastern Mediterranean 
to reach European markets through Türkiye. From this perspective, the project represents 
a strategic asset whose significance extends well beyond Türkiye and TRNC, carrying 
important implications for the future of the Eastern Mediterraneans energy architecture as 
well as for Europes efforts to diversify its energy supply and enhance its energy security.

Today, the developments in the island of Cyprus are not limited to the implementation of 
a new energy project. The infrastructure initiatives undertaken jointly by Türkiye and 
TRNC reinforce the existing partnership between the two sides while simultaneously 
promoting regional integration and strengthening energy connectivity in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. Attempts to politicize such constructive initiatives, rather than engaging 
with their potential contribution to regional stability and cooperation, once again 
demonstrate which actors continue to hinder the prospects for a more constructive 
approach to the Cyprus question.
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