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The Informal Summit of the Organization of Turkic States (OTS) was held on 15 May 2026
in Turkistan, Kazakhstan. In addition to the presidents of Tlrkiye, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan, the Summit was attended by representatives of the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus as an Observer State. Within the framework of the Summit,
the Meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the OTS was also convened.

Held under the theme Artificial Intelligence and Digital Development, the Summit brought
attention to issues such as digital transformation, cooperation in the field of technology,
economic investments, the Middle Corridor, and the Zangezur Corridor, which is regarded
as one of its key components. These developments demonstrate that the Turkic World is
acting not only in pursuit of cultural ties but also strategic and geopolitical objectives.[1]

The selection of Turkistan as the host city for this years Summit is significant in terms of
emphasizing the shared historical, cultural, and civilizational heritage of the Turkic World.
Turkistan is not only a historic city but also an important symbol representing the
collective memory and civilizational legacy of Turkic peoples. In this context, holding the
Summit in Turkistan can be regarded as an initiative aimed at revitalizing and
strengthening the sense of common identity among Turkic states.

In recent years, the increasing number of meetings among Turkic states, economic and
strategic cooperation, and mutual declarations of support have indicated that OTS is
evolving beyond being a merely cultural platform and transforming into a structure of
geopolitical significance in Eurasia. For this reason, the geopolitical implications of the
strengthening relations among Turkic states are interpreted differently by regional actors.
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From Russias perspective, the strengthening relations among Turkic states may imply a
decline in Moscows traditional influence over Central Asia. Moreover, Russia has at times
viewed the growing role of OTS as a geopolitical project supported by the West.
Particularly, the emergence of the Middle Corridor as an alternative to Russias south-north
transport routes has generated concerns in Moscow from both economic and strategic
perspectives.

Indeed, assessments within Russian academic and political circles suggest that, following
Turkiyes accession to NATO, pan-Turkist ideology has once again been used as an
ideological instrument in international politics.[2] It is further argued that the growing
integration tendencies within the Turkic world could eventually evolve into a Pan-Turkist
structure and serve as the basis for a Western-backed effort directed against Russia.[3]
The emergence of studies which imply Western support for pan-Turkism may be regarded
as an indication that Russia views cooperation among Turkic states with a certain degree
of suspicion.

However, when the historical background of the concept of pan-Turkism is examined, it
becomes evident that many contemporary assessments are detached from historical
context. Pan-Turkism emerged as an intellectual movement during the decline of the
Ottoman State in the early twentieth century. Shaped particularly by the efforts of Turkic
peoples living within the borders of the Russian Empire to preserve their identities and
cultural heritage, this idea developed as an alternative to the ideological currents of the
period, such as pan-Islamism and Ottomanism. During the Republican era, however, it
came to be regarded mainly as a cultural approach.

For this reason, interpreting the economic, political, and strategic cooperation among
Turkic states today as a direct pan-Turkist threat may be regarded as an unrealistic
approach. The development of cooperation among states that share common historical,
cultural, and linguistic ties should be viewed as a natural process within the international
system, as exemplified by the European Union.

A more complex picture emerges when the growing integration among Turkic states is
viewed from Chinas perspective. On the one hand, the growing influence of the Turkic
world and the sensitive issue of East Turkistan give rise to certain concerns for China. On
the other hand, Chinas economic relations with Central Asia, Azerbaijan, and Turkiye
within the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative are transforming the OTS region into
an important trade and transportation corridor for China. Indeed, recent years have
witnessed growing cooperation between China and Turkic states in the fields of economy,
transportation, investment, and tourism.

Iran, another key actor in the region, is also closely monitoring the growing ties among
Turkic states. In addition to historical, cultural, and religious ties, the large Turkic
population residing in Iran contributes to Tehrans sensitive approach toward this process.
In particular, the potential implementation of transportation projects such as the Zangezur
Corridor, also referred to as TRIPP, is regarded by Iran as developments that could alter
existing regional dynamics. Furthermore, TUrkiyes central role in cooperation among
Turkic states is being closely observed by both Iran and Russia.
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The Republic of Turkiye is regarded as one of the central actors of the Turkic World due to
its historical state tradition, military capability, diplomatic influence, and economic ties.
This development is being carefully assessed not only by Russia and Iran but also by
Western countries, since the possibility of the emergence of a new Turkic axis in Eurasia
with significant political, economic, and strategic influence has the potential to affect
global power dynamics as well.

In conclusion, the strengthening of relations among Turkic states in the post-Soviet period
indicates not only a cultural but also an economic, political, and strategic transformation.
Cooperation that initially developed in the fields of education and culture has been
expanding to encompass energy, transportation, technology, defense, and geopolitical
fields. Azerbaijans emergence as a link between Central Asia and Turkiye, together with
Middle Corridor projects and critical energy routes, has further increased the significance
of this process.

Today, when viewed in light of Turkiyes political and institutional capacity, Azerbaijans
energy resources and transportation networks, and Central Asias strategic geography, its
position along the Silk Road, and its critical mineral reserves, Turkic states collectively
constitute a geopolitical space of significant global importance. The combination of a
shared historical memory, cultural ties, and common strategic interests may position the
Turkic world as a more influential actor in international politics in the years to come.
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