
In our commentary on the report titled "Under Destruction," prepared for the 62nd Munich 
Security Conference held between February 13-15, 2026, it was stated that the report 
primarily addresses the theme that the international order, which is claimed to be based 
on the rules established after World War II, is under destruction, and that the main 
responsibility for this destruction lies with US President Trump and his supporters. The 
report also highlighted the view that the US, instead of protecting this order and pursuing 
corrective policies against forces opposing it, is now itself focused on destroying the order.
[1]

When the speeches and opinions expressed at the Conference are evaluated as a whole, 
it can be said that the Conference was shaped by conflicting narratives about the current 
state of the rules-based international order. Per some narratives, the order is damaged or 
completely broken, while according to others, although it is damaged to a certain extent, 
possibilities for reconstruction on its old foundations exist and a period of work on this is 
underway. According to those who put forward this view, especially on the European 
continent, there is a possibility of creating defense lines to protect and preserve valuable 
values  ଠ଀愀渀搀 rules, filling at least some of the gaps in global governance, and forming new 
coalitions without allowing the complete collapse of the Atlantic-European axis and 
without breaking away from the US.

We can say that the most comprehensive, frank, and courageous view of the current 
international order was expressed by German Chancellor Friedrich Merz in his opening 
address to the Conference. Merz critically interpreted the Conference report's title, "Under 
Destruction" as follows

This conference has a sombre title: Under Destruction. This title appears to suggest that 
the international order, which was based on rights and rules, is in the process of being 
destroyed.  ᄀ I fear we must put this even more bluntly: this order, as imperfect as it was 

Analysis No : 2026 / 8

23.02.2026

THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER BASED ON RIGHTS 
AND RULES LEAVES ITS SEAT TO A NEW WORLD 

DISORDER 

Teoman Ertuğrul TULUN

Analyst

AVİM Avrasya İncelemeleri Merkezi
Center for Eurasian Studies 1



even at the best of times, no longer exists.[2]

One of the most noteworthy aspects of Prime Minister Merz's speech from Türkiye's 
perspective is the section where he outlines his views on what Europe should do to ensure 
its security and freedom in the coming period. While the conference report strongly 
emphasizes the need for Europe to cooperate, particularly with the Indo-Pacific region, 
and dedicates a separate section to this need, Türkiye is not mentioned even once. In 
contrast, Prime Minister Merz expressed the following noteworthy view regarding Türkiye 
in his speech:

No matter how important European integration and the transatlantic partnership will 
remain for us, they will no longer be enough to preserve our freedom. Partnership is 
not an absolute term here. A partnership does not require total agreement on all 
values and interests. That is one of the lessons of these days, weeks and months. 
We are growing closer to new partners, with whom we do not share all concerns, but 
with whom we have important concerns in common. This prevents dependencies 
and risks, while also opening up options and opportunities for both sides. It protects 
our freedom. Canada, Japan, Türkiye, India, Brazil, as well as South Africa, the Gulf 
states and other countries will play a key role here. We want to have closer relations 
with these countries in a spirit of mutual respect and with a view to the long term.

In what was undoubtedly the most anticipated speech of the conference, US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio adopted a different tone than that of Vice President J.V. Vance, whose 
harsh, even crude, criticisms of European countries at last year's Munich Security 
Conference had caused a cooling in transatlantic relations. Rubio presented US criticism of 
Europe in a  mild and amicable way like "bitter criticism coated in sugar" fashion.

In his speech, the US Secretary of State emphasized that America and Europe share 
common roots and a common destiny, but that the economic and cultural decline must be 
reversed, and that Europe must work with Washington in its quest for civilization to save 
the West. In this context, it is possible to say that one of the most striking aspects of 
Rubion's speech was his comprehensive assessment that Christianity constitutes the 
essence of Western civilization. Short excerpts from Rubion's points in this regard are 
presented below:

For the United States and Europe, we belong together.  America was founded 250 
years ago, but the roots began here on this continent long before.  The man who 
settled and built the nation of my birth arrived on our shores carrying the memories 
and the traditions and the Christian faith of their ancestors as a sacred inheritance, 
an unbreakable link between the old world and the new. We are part of one 
civilization   ጀ  Western civilization.  We are bound to one another by the deepest 
bonds that nations could share, forged by centuries of shared history, Christian faith, 
culture, heritage, language, ancestry, and the sacrifices our forefathers made 
together for the common civilization to which we have fallen heir. And so this is why 
we Americans may sometimes come off as a little direct and urgent in our counsel.  
This is why President Trump demands seriousness and reciprocity from our friends 
here in Europe. The reason why, my friends, is because we care deeply.  We care 
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deeply about your future and ours.  And if at times we disagree, our disagreements 
come from our profound sense of concern about a Europe with which we are 
connected  ጀ not just economically, not just militarily.  We are connected spiritually 
and we are connected culturally.  We want Europe to be strong.  We believe that 
Europe must survive, because the two great wars of the last century serve for us as 
historys constant reminder that ultimately, our destiny is and will always be 
intertwined with yours, because we know that the fate of Europe will never be 
irrelevant to our own  ☀  And this is why we do not want our allies to be weak, 
because that makes us weaker.  We want allies who can defend themselves so that 
no adversary will ever be tempted to test our collective strength.  This is why we do 
not want our allies to be shackled by guilt and shame.  We want allies who are proud 
of their culture and of their heritage, who understand that we are heirs to the same 
great and noble civilization, and who, together with us, are willing and able to 
defend it.[3]

In addition to stating these points, the US Secretary of State also made it quite clear that 
they wanted their allies to confront what was needed to correct the broken status quo, not 
to rationalize it; that they did not wish to remain the polite and orderly caretaker of the 
West's decline; and that they believed the greatest civilization in human history needed to 
be renewed. He stated that the alliance they desired was one not paralyzed by fears such 
as climate change, war, or technology, but one that boldly moved forward into the future. 
In short, Rubio presented the US demands from Europe, the EU, and the NATO Alliance 
without mincing words, but in a way that was as non-offensive as possible, and also 
touched upon points that would flatter European pride.

In his speech, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, one of the other leading speakers, 
particularly highlighted the situation in Ukraine and Russia's threat to Europe, 
emphasizing the need for unified action against Russia. Prime Minister Starmer 
approached the discourse of the collapse of the international order cautiously, stating that 
"there can be no British security without Europe, and no European security without 
Britain," that the US remains an indispensable force for European security, and that the 
US National Security Strategy's clear statement that Europe should be primarily 
responsible for its own defense represents a new understanding. He agreed that the world 
has fundamentally changed and that new ways must be found to protect shared values 
  ଠ ଀愀渀搀  the rule of law, but stressed that in addressing this need, the elements that have 
sustained the West for the past 80 years cannot be ignored. The British Prime Minister 
stated that this situation could be considered "a moment of collapse," but that this 
moment should be seen "not as a moment of rupture, but as a moment of radical renewal.

A significant point that stood out in Keir Starmer's speech was his statements regarding 
nuclear power. In this context, Starmer stated the following:

We are enhancing our nuclear cooperation with France. For decades the UK has 
been the only nuclear power in Europe to commit its deterrent to protect all NATO 
members. But now any adversary must know that in a crisis they could be 
confronted by our combined strength.[4]
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The British Prime Minister also stated that they wanted to accelerate defense production 
by bringing together their leadership in defense, technology and artificial intelligence with 
Europe, creating a common industrial base across the continent, and that they had done 
this with Germany and France at E3, adding that they were working closely with Italy and 
Poland in particular, as well as Norway, Canada and Türkiye.

French President Emmanuel Macron also addressed the issue of nuclear power 
cooperation in his speech at the Conference, stating that they need to redefine nuclear 
deterrence and that they have initiated a strategic dialogue on this matter, which he will 
detail in a few weeks. In response to a question during the Q&A session that followed his 
speech, Macron said, I would also like to point out that we have a special dialogue with 
the United Kingdom, which is a nuclear power, and a few months ago in Northwood we 
concluded a new agreement outlining progress in this cooperation ☀ We also have a very 
special discussion with Sweden [on this matter], but with a selective approach.[5]

In her speech at the conference, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, as 
expected, emphasized the need for the European Union, which she described as Europe 
from her perspective, to be an independent power. The Commission President stated that 
an independent Europe, which she assumed consisted only of the EU, would be a strong 
Europe, that a strong Europe would lead to a stronger transatlantic alliance, that it was 
necessary to focus on Europe's independence plan, that European security should always 
be seen as a primary responsibility, that Europe needed to act and assume its 
responsibility, that a new European Security Strategy was needed in this context, that the 
way all policy tools are used to create this strategy needed to be urgently reviewed, and 
that she believed it was time for Europe to implement the "mutual  defense clause." She 
stated that mutual defense was not optional for the EU, but an obligation under Article 
44(7) of the EU Treaty.[6]

 

Final Remarks

When the speeches and discussions that shaped the conference are evaluated as a whole, 
it seems possible to say that the order established by the Western world under the 
leadership of the USA after the Second World War, which European powers and primarily 
the European Union tried to impose on the whole world as a "rules-based international 
order" based on their own priorities, and which is essentially distorted due to its 
significant double standards, has been fundamentally shaken and is entering a serious 
process of collapse due to the criticisms of the current US administration and its 
withdrawal of support for this order for the moment.

Merz's speech points to a paradoxical approach when compared to Germany's long-
standing advocacy for the indispensability of liberal democratic values; while he 
emphasizes freedom and the rule of law in rhetoric, in practice he significantly deviates 
from Germany's traditional liberal-normative line by emphasizing power politics, military 
capacity, and geostrategic autonomy.
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Current developments indicate that the international order has entered a "period of 
interregnum." In other words, the door has been opened to a new era of global disorder. 
During this period, the EU, institutionally defining itself as Europe, is attempting to act as 
the sole representative of the continent, adopting an attitude that could exclude other 
European countries, and tending to cooperate only with its former member, the UK, 
outside of EU member states. On the other hand, it is noteworthy that a group within the 
EU, likely led by Germany, and the UK are signaling their willingness to explore the 
possibility of forming new coalitions and formats that could bring together those who are 
eager to strengthen and reshape efforts to solve global problems within the context of 
establishing a new international order. Therefore, it is considered wise  to approach this 
view, which sees Turkey as being among the group of countries outside Europe with which 
cooperation is possible, with great caution. It is also prudent to evaluate this approach as 
a "sugar-coated" indirect exclusion from Europe, and to continue pursuing policies that 
will strengthen Türkiye's "strategic autonomy" during the probable "interregnum period" 
in the international world order.
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