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In the parliamentary elections held on 28 September in Moldova, President Maia Sandus
Party of Action and Solidarity (PAS) has taken 55 of the 101 seats in the parliament with a
50.2% majority, while the Patriotic Electoral Bloc (PEB), consisting of four parties, has
gained 26 seats with 24.17%. Evaluated as a choice between Moscow and Brussels in the
Western media and public opinion, the election results have thus been interpreted as a
victory for Brussels and Ukraine. Prior to the elections, after President Sandu accused the
Kremlin of spending hundreds of millions of euros to spread disinformation, the police
raids were carried out based on the claims that Russia was coordinating with criminal
elements to destabilize the country and incite massive riots, which resulted in two pro-
Russian parties being banned from participating in the elections based on allegations of
voter bribery, illegal party financing, and money laundering. The European Union (EU) also
showed its position, as the Spokesperson of the European Commission argued that Russia
had deeply interfered in the elections. Had a pro-Russian party won the elections instead
of the pro-EU party in an environment where the Ukraine-Russia War is still ongoing, it
would have been interpreted by the EU as a major crack within the eastern front and as
the encirclement of Ukraine.[1] By looking at this picture, it can be said that the main
factor that determined the atmosphere in which the elections were held was not the
differentiations within the domestic politics of Moldova, but rather a struggle over the
geopolitical positioning between the blocs.

Moldova Confronted with Geopolitical Entrapment
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When looking at Moldovas geopolitical location, it will be seen that Ukraine is located
along the north, east, and south-eastern borders, while Romania is located at the western
border where the Prut River flows. In the eastern part of Moldova, there is the breakaway
region of Transnistria, separated from Moldova by the Dniester River. Functioning as a
bridge between Ukraine and the Balkans, Moldova -as an Eastern European country-
carries geopolitical significance. Because of its location, the country represents one of the
regions where the competition between NATO and EU on one side, and Russia on the
other side becomes apparent. Moldova, which can be considered within the Orthodox and
Slavic sphere of influence, faces important issues in need of a resolution; some of which
have a historical background. These problems can be listed as the mismatch of its political
borders with its historical and ethnic borders, the ambigquity of its national identity
(Romanian vs. Moldovan), lack of security and stability, economic crises and
unemployment-driven external immigration, the active Russia factor in the region, and
the case of unification with Romania.[2]

Moldova, which can be defined as a buffer zone between East and West, is in the sphere
of interest of the US and EU on the one hand, and in the sphere of interest of Russia on
the other hand. The geographic location has rendered Moldova vulnerable and
defenseless against security threats. Affected frequently by the wars and conflicts
between the states that were accepted as a great power over the course of history in
different periods, the country has developed a stance towards the prevention of new
conflicts in its region. This geopolitical strategy has been identified as dual alignment by
some researchers. While both the EU and Russia use their networks to influence the local
elections as international actors, Moldovan society has also been divided into two: pro-
Russians on the one hand, and pro-EU ones on the other hand.[3] Stuck between the EU
and Russia, the former Soviet republic has been defined as a contentious area, and both
the EU and Russia have used soft power elements in order to strengthen their position
within the regional order and attract Moldova to their sides.[4]

Moldovas Integration Policy with the EU

Moldova applied to EU membership in March 2022 and gained candidate status in June
2022. The accession negotiations were officially opened in June 2024. Also, the EU and
Moldova cooperate within the scope of the Eastern Partnership.[5] Along with this, a
referendum was held in October 2024 regarding the amendment of Moldovas constitution
in the context of complying with the requirements of EU membership, and in a close call,
resulted in favor of joining the EU. The votes of the Moldovans living in the US, Canada,
and Europe played a decisive role in the referendum.[6] PAS, which is currently in power
in Moldova, places its trust in the Diaspora, which forms PAS basic support base. In the
presidential elections, 83% of the 330,000 voters living abroad supported Sandu in the
second round, and in this parliamentary elections, 30% more ballot boxes were opened
compared to the previous election. In addition, PAS has push a geopolitical narrative that
argues that the preference between East and West will determine Moldovas fate.[Z] Being
in the opposition, PEB and Sor Party-related movements constituting the pro-Russian
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block present the integration with the EU as a threat to national independence.[8] The
victory of PAS pro-EU agenda is a confirmation of the countrys EU-orientation, and
demonstrates that the EU continues to increase its impact in Eastern Europe. However,
saying that this also represents a disengagement from Russia would be a hasty comment.

Russias Influence in Moldova and Moldovas Energy Dependency

Since Russia sees Moldova as its own near abroad, it perceives the eastern enlargement
of the EU as a threat. The efforts of Brussels enlargement towards the post-Soviet
geography are seen by Moscow as an encirclement of Russia that is dismissive of the
Russian spheres of influence, and which prompts Russia to engage in retaliatory actions.

[9]

Moldovas trade in goods with Russia has decreased dramatically, falling to approximately
2.5% of the countrys total trade in goods. This rate is 9.8% for China, 11.1% for Ukraine,
and 54%for the EU. Despite this, Moldovas energy dependency on Russia continues. One
of the essential bases of Russias influence on Moldova is therefore the supply of energy.
Moldova imports most of its energy, with Russia the dominant figure in the supply of
petrol and gas. Even though Moldova has stopped purchasing gas directly from Russia
after the Ukraine-Russia War, approximately 70 percent of the countrys electricity, coming
from Ciciurgan power station in Transnistria, is still produced by obtaining Russian gas.

Transnistria and Gaguzia

In the aftermath of the war that occurred in 1992 after the dissolution of the Soviet Union,
the Transnistria/Pridnestrovian Moldovan Republic unilaterally declared its independence
from Moldova. As a de facto independent region, Transnistria is supported by Russia both
militarily and economically. Pro-Russian politicians in Moldova allege that the Central
Electoral Commission discriminates against Moldovan citizen voters in Transnistria. By
doing so, approximately 750,000 voters living in Russia and Transnistria, who are
considered to be supporters of pro-Russian parties, are being prevented from voting in the
elections. After Sandus victory in the elections, it is also anticipated she will attempt to
dissolve both Transnistria and the Gaguzia administrations.[10]

Gaguzia is an autonomous region inhabited by a Turkic population within the territory of
the Republic of Moldova. While the Gaguzia people voted 95 percent against the EU in the
2024 referendum, they also supported pro-Russian parties in the 2025 elections. Gaguzia
is seen by Russia as a part of the Russian world (Russkiy mir). Gagauz Turks living in the
southern part of the country are not welcoming toward Romanias historical goal of
unification with Moldova. In this context, it should be recalled that the President of
Gaguzia Autonomous Region, Evghenia Gutul, was arrested in Moldova on the grounds of
transferring money from Russia to the banned Sor Party.

Conclusion
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In conclusion, the last parliamentary elections in Moldova were not only a reflection of the
countrys domestic dynamics but also of the broad geopolitical rivalry between Russia and
the European Union. Though the victory of the Party of Action and Solidarity (PAS)
confirms Moldovas determination towards integration with the EU, it is too early to state
that this orientation means a definitive disengagement from Russia. Moldovas
institutional, economic, and juridical reforms within the process of EU membership carry
the potential to solve the countrys chronic economic, social, and political problems.
However, the election results showcase that the society is clearly divided between pro-
Western and pro-Russian parts, and this situation reveals a social fault line that should be
handled with care in terms of Moldovas political stability. On the other hand, Gagauz
Turks in Moldova constitute a significant part of both the multicultural structure of the
country and the regional power balances. In terms of Tirkiye, the improvement of
cooperation towards the preservation of the language and culture of the Gagauz Turks,
the preservation of their identities, and security of their rights is not only be a cultural
responsibility, but also a strategic move contributing to regional peace and stability. In
this aspect, the future of Moldova seems to depend on both the successful
implementation of the reform processes that have deepened with the orientation towards
Europe and preserving the countrys inner societal coherence and multicultural structure.
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