
Over the last couple of years the world has started to change in an ever increasing speed. 
Even for the curious observers, it has begun to be ever more difficult to keep up with the 
dazzling pace of change. One significant example of such development is the active 
participation of Hungary in the Cooperation Council of Turkic-speaking States (known as 
the Turkic Council founded by Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey) as an 
observer.  

In the website of the Hungarian Government, it was stated in the announcement on 3
September 2018 that the Prime Minister Viktor Orban participated in the 6th Summit 
Meeting of the said Council held in Cholpon-Ata in Kyrgyzstan.[1] The announcement 
bears the title of Hungary is ready for the opening of a new chapter in Hungarian-Turkic 
cooperation. It was mentioned in the announcement that the Prime Minister, in his speech 
at the Summit, said that Hungarians see themselves as the late descendants of Attila the 
Hun, stand on the basis of Hun-Turkic origin, and that their language is related to Turkic 
languages. It was mentioned in the announcement that Victor Orban has expressed that 
Hungary has always closely followed the cooperation between countries of Turkic identity, 
who  ጀ even in the modern world  ጀ preserve their languages, cultures and traditions, and 
respect and cultivate their Turkic roots.[2]

It is remarkable to see in the same announcement the following sentences:

The Prime Minister stated, when it was intended as an insult to say that Hungary is 
Europes most westerly Eastern people; now, however, the fantastic achievements of the 
Turkic countries and their economic and political development means that calling 
Hungarians an Eastern people is a form of praise. He noted that the old world order  ጀ with 
its dogma that capital and knowledge flow from West to East in search of cheap labor  ጀ 
has come to an end. Mr. Orbán pointed out that the new world order is fundamentally 
determined by the development of the rising states of the East.

Analysis No : 2018 / 23

12.09.2018

HUNGARY'S PARTICIPATION IN THE COOPERATION 
COUNCIL OF TURKIC-SPEAKING STATES 

Teoman Ertuğrul TULUN

Analyst

AVİM Avrasya İncelemeleri Merkezi
Center for Eurasian Studies 1



Victor Orban explained in his speech that the current Hungarian government, having 
assumed office in 2010, has been open to mutually respectful cooperation with Turkic 
countries, taking into account their specificities and respective realities. In this respect, 
Hungary has had observer status at the General Assembly of Turkic-speaking States since 
2014. In 2017, it submitted an application for accession to the International Turkic 
Academy and  is seeking even closer cooperation with the Cooperation Council of Turkic-
speaking States.

Concordantly, the Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs Péter Szijjártó, after taking part in 
a foreign ministerial meeting of the Cooperation Council of Turkic-Speaking States in 
Bishkek on 2 September 2018, said that Hungary has been granted observer status in the 
International Turkic Academy.[3] Furthermore. according to the press release of the Sixth 
Summit of the Turkic Council, Presidents welcomed the intention of Hungary to work 
closely with the Turkic cooperation organizations and signed the Decision on Granting 
Hungary the observer status at the Turkic Council.[4]

The Sixth Summit of the Turkic Council is important on two counts. Firstly, in the currently 
fast changing strategic environment, all of its members seemed to be eager to attend the 
meeting. It should be kept in mind that, whether they are members or they have observer 
status, each of them have their strategic commitments. Turkey is a member of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and a European Union (EU) candidate country. 
Azerbaijan is a key country of the geopolitically very important region of South Caucasus. 
Kazakhstan is not only has a central role in the Central Asia, but also is playing a pioneer 
role in contributing to the regional and Eurasian stability. The Conference on Interaction 
and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA), which currently has 26 members and 9 
observers, was proposed and founded by Nursultan Nazarbayev, the President of 
Kazakhstan. The host of the 6th Summit, Kyrgyzstan, is also a major Turkic country of 
Central Asia. Uzbekistan, one of the most populous Turkic states, participated in the 
Summit as a guest. Uzbekistan is a member of the Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) and Commonwealth of Intendent States Free Trade Area (CISFTA).  President 
Shavkat Mirziyoev reportedly said in the Summit that Uzbekistan is eager to join the 
Council of Cooperation of the Turkic-Speaking Countries.[5]

It is important that these countries came together in a Eurasian organization that 
promotes cooperation based not on exclusionary concepts such as race and religion. 
Rather, it is based on language which brings them together. In fact, the inclusion of 
Hungary extends this cooperation framework beyond language to kinship.

Secondly, the Turkic Council meeting has been interpreted by Hungary as a gateway for 
possibly a new Eurasian foreign policy. Other EU countries had already started their 
separate Asian foreign policies. Emmanuel Macron, the President of France, laid the 
foundations of such a foreign policy initiative back in January with his Asian country visits. 
Angele Merkel, Chancellor of Germany, took this a step further by beganning to enhance 
her relations with Asian countries, starting with China. She also recently concluded a 
Caucasus tour.
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In such an environment, Victor Orban, the unconventional politician of Europe, started his 
Eurasia initiative from Central Asia. In a smart manner, he used the Turkic Council 
meeting to start his initiative of Opening to East Policy. He is also sagaciously promoting 
the bonds of kinship. However, economic matters have not been forgotten. This is 
apparent in the 65 million dollars credit he opened to develop business relations between 
Kyrgyz and Hungarian business communities. Furthermore, the delegation accompanying 
him has signed an agreement on tourism between Kyrgyzstan and Hungary. This is a step 
that will allow Hungary to set a precedent for EU for opening up to Central Asia.

 

* If you wish to better see the details of the coin, please open the picture in a new tab in 
your internet browser
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