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The passage of US warships from the Turkish Straits to the Black Sea has been frequently 
discussed in the media and the public. Recent news regarding the additional military deployments 
made in Greece through the Alexandroupoli port has increased interest in this issue. According to 
announcement made by the US Defense Visual Information Distribution Service (DVIDS), more 
than 300 pieces of equipment, including 10 helicopters, were offloaded there on May 5, 2021. The 
Black Sea region has been brought to the top of the international agenda with the emergence of 
an extremely tense environment in the region. The fact that the Black Sea region was brought to 
the top of the international agenda with the emergence of an extremely tense environment in the 
region due to Russias annexation of Crimea and oft-repeated naval exercises by naval forces in 
the region remind us of the developments regarding the bombardment of some of the Turkish 
ports in the Black Sea by the Greek navy during the establishment  period of the Republic of 
Turkey following the end of the First World War. In this context, Greek warships made extensive 
bombardments on Ereğli on the Black Sea coast on 6 June, İnebolu on 30 June, and Trabzon on 20 
July in the summer of 1921.

As to Samsun, the bombardment took place in the summer of 1922.The point that draws attention 
in this historical event is that, at the time when the Greek navy bombarded Samsun, the 
destroyers belonging to the US navy were also present in the port of Samsun. According to the 
information provided in various publications regarding this bombardment, including academic 
ones, these US navy warships were Clamsen class destroyers of USS Sands (DD-243), USS, 
McFarland (DD-237), and USS Sturtevant (DD-240).
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