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GREEKS SEEK STABILITY AHEAD OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
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Prime Minister Antonis Samaras and his coalition partner PASOK have a scant majority in the 
parliament with 155 votes. They need 180 votes to get their still unnamed candidate elected 
president to replace President Karolos Papoulias, whose term is expiring next year.

 

In an effort to block the election of a president, the surging opposition Coalition of the Radical Left 
(SYRIZA) is forming alliances with parties opposed to the austerity measures that the Samaras 
government has imposed.

 

Furious exchanges between the ruling coalition and SYRIZA have ensued at a time when the EU-
IMF-ECB troika is requesting the government to conclude about 700 unfinished reforms.

 

Maintaining a stable government and avoiding broad shifts in political power is critical for Greece, 
said Antonis Klapsis, the head of research at the Konstantinos Karamanlis Institute for Democracy 
in Athens.

 

"The constitution requires a qualified majority for the election in order to prevent the opposition 
from leading the country to snap elections. This is something that everybody should keep in mind 
before making their final decisions," Klapsis told SETimes.

 

But Klapsis also said SYRIZA seems to want national elections at all costs.

 

"If the country is dragged into elections because of the opposition, most importantly because of 
SYRIZA's insistence on rejecting any candidate for the presidency, then all the great achievements 



of the last years which were based on the sacrifices of Greek people may be jeopardised," Klapsis 
said.

 

Traditionally, the government has tried to find a neutral presidential candidate suitable to all 
parties, but this time it faces a popular rival leading in the polls between 6 and 11 percent, and 
one that promises to reverse the course of austerity if elected.

 

A recent poll showed that Greeks prefer electing a president, and said it should not be left to the 
parliament.

 

Troika analysts said they are worried SYRIZA will renege on the two rescue loan packages even 
though the party has not explained how it will rule if it comes to power.

 

Meanwhile, PASOK leader Evangelos Venizelos, who became a deputy prime minister and a foreign 
minister in return for backing the austerity measures, told his party's MPs to prepare for the 
government to fall.

 

"We have to be ready for the possibility that the country's progress will be halted so early 
elections can take place and that we will have to confront a populist and irresponsible attack," 
Venizelos said.

 

Despite that swipe at SYRIZA -- a party Venizelos vowed earlier to never work with -- he now said 
he would consider joining a coalition if the left wins the next parliamentary elections.

 

The presidency's prestige as a symbol of national unity will be strengthened if the election is 
removed from partisan politics, said Stan Draenos, a historian and political analyst in Athens.

 

"That is hard to do given the tradition of partisanship across the political spectrum driven by a 
'winner takes it all' mentality," Draenos told SETimes.

 

Draenos also said partisan politics is precisely the reason why many advocate direct election of 
the president.

 

Caught between the Troika demands and the need to reach out to a frustrated electorate, 



Samaras issued promises to undo some of the tax increases, pay and pension cuts and worker 
firings that have decimated popular support for his party.

 

In a bid to derail SYRIZA, the ruling coalition is also mulling whether to nominate Democratic Left 
(DIMAR) leader Fotis Kouvelis as a presidential candidate.

 

Kouvelis served in the administration until pulling out last year in a dispute over the firing of public 
workers.

 

But recent polls showed popular support for Kouvelis' party is at 0.5 percent.

 

The government's efforts are made more difficult given that a prosecutor is investigating claims, 
made by SYRIZA MPs that entrepreneurs close to the government gathered money to bribe MPs 
into backing the coalition's presidential candidate.

 

Samaras felt the necessity to address the public with an opinion piece in Kathimerini.

 

"Greece is moving forward. There is no going backward. Nobody wants it, nobody can take it. And 
we will not allow it. The country must elect a new president through the parliament and accelerate 
the return to growth," he said.

 

Should the parliament elect the president in Greece? Share your opinion in the comments section.
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