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Brussels prioritizes competitiveness and deregulation while withdrawing stalled proposals and 
scrapping obsolete rules.

The European Commission is scaling back its legislative ambitions for 2027, prioritizing 
competitiveness, deregulation and economic security as the clock starts to run down on Ursula von 
der Leyens second term. 

According to a copy of its annual Work Programme and related annexes obtained by POLITICO, the 
EU wants to strengthen the single market, cut red tape, modernize industry and bolster its defense 
capabilities at a time of mounting geopolitical risks and economic uncertainty.
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