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ITALY EXPLOITED CEUTA CRISIS FOR ELECTORAL GAINS, SAYS SPANISH FOREIGN
MINISTER

- 12.08.2026

Euractiv (12 August 2026)

Inés Fernandez-Pontes

Spains Foreign Minister José Manuel Albares made a historic visit to the exclave of Ceuta, the site
of a recent migration crisis, where he rebuked Italys reaction to the July events and praised
Morocco as a key ally.

Spain announced last week it had imposed border checks with Italy as a countermeasure after
Rome announced that it would implement similar controls on flights from Spain after thousands of
migrants fled Morocco into the Spanish exclave in North Africa.

Italy has not shown the same spirit of solidarity and support towards Spain as the vast majority of
EU countries, the minister told reporters on Tuesday during his visit to Ceuta, where he met with
local authorities and became the first Spanish foreign minister to visit the territory.
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