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TANKS, GUNS AND ROCKET LAUNCHERS: THE TIES THAT BIND THE EU AND SOUTH
KOREA

- 10.06.2026

Politico (9 June 2026)

Koen VERHELST, Jacopo BARIGAZZI and Laura KAYALI

South Korea holds a key summit with the EU that will touch on trade, economics and defense.

The EU is looking for international friends at a time of rising global turmoil, and South Korea fits
the bill — with a top-level meeting set for Wednesday to cement tech, defense and industrial ties.

South Korean President Lee Jae Myung will meet with Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen and
Council President Anténio Costa for over two hours — the first such summit in three years.
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