e AVRASYA
INCELEMELERI
MERKEZI
CENTER FOR

AVRASYA INCELEMELERI MERKEZI EURASIAN STUDIES
CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES

EU DISBURSES BALKANS FUNDS, SERBIA LEFT OUT ON UNMET CRITERIA
- 22.05.2026

bne IntelliNews (20 May 2026)

Tatyana Kekic

The European Commission disbursed funds to three Western Balkan(*) countries under its Growth
Plan on May 20, but Serbia was left out after failing to meet required reform conditions.

The Commission said on May 20 it had released [II]]] to Albania, [IIIII]] to Montenegro and
€65.7mn to North Macedonia following a positive assessment of reform progress.

The payments relate to steps taken in areas including business competitiveness and innovation in
Albania and Montenegro, and education and digitalisation in North Macedonia.

Click for more

(*) AVIM considers the term "Western Balkans" to be a politically motivated separatist
terminology and insists on the use of the geographical and historical identification
"Balkans" regarding the region.
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