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EU, FRANCE, GERMANY SLAM US VISA BANS AS 'CENSORSHIP' ROW DEEPENS

- 24.12.2025

Reuters (24 December 2025)

Sudip Kar-Gupta and Charlotte Van Campenhout

The European Union, France and Germany condemned U.S. visa bans on European citizens
combating online hate and disinformation, with Brussels saying on Wednesday it could "respond
swiftly and decisively" against the "unjustified measures".

U.S. President Donald Trump's administration imposed visa bans on Tuesday on five European
citizens, including French former EU commissioner Thierry Breton, who it accuses of working to
censor freedom of speech or unfairly target U.S. tech giants with overly burdensome regulation.

A European Commission spokesperson said it "strongly condemns the U.S. decision", adding:
"Freedom of expression is a fundamental right in Europe and a shared core value with the United
States across the democratic world."
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