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BULGARIAN PRESIDENT RADEV HOPES THAT NORTH MACEDONIA WILL DEMONSTRATE
POLITICAL WILL AND OPEN ITS PATH TO THE EU

- 23.01.2025

Radio Bulgaria (22 January 2025)

President Rumen Radev held a phone conversation with the EU Special Representative for the
Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue and other Western Balkan Regional Issues Miroslav Lajcak.

The two discussed aspects of the European integration process of the countries in the region.
Rumen Radev and Miroslav Laj¢ak emphasized the priority that the European Commission places
on the topic of EU enlargement, which allows the Western Balkans(*) to make progress in meeting
the membership criteria.

President Radev expressed appreciation for the efforts made by Miroslav Laj¢ak towards the
European integration of the Western Balkan countries and expressed hope that, in the near future,
the leadership of the Republic of North Macedonia would show political will to implement the
European consensus of 2022, namely the inclusion of Bulgarians in its constitution, which would
open the path for the country to start negotiations for full EU membership.

(*) AVIM considers the term "Western Balkans" to be a politically motivated separatist
terminology and insists on the use of the geographical and historical identification
"Balkans" regarding the region.
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