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When Ursula von der Leyen unveiled her team for the next European Commission, she 
simultaneously silenced the doubters about who was really in charge in Brussels.

As she revealed the 26 commissioners and their roles to the public, one point was immediately 
clear: she would have unfettered control over European Union politics. In a matter of minutes, she 
introduced a big title with little responsibility for one of the most powerful countries in the 
European Union, she propped up her buddies, and she diluted powerful portfolios by dividing them 
among multiple people.

The power grab was complete.
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