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EUROPE'S CENTRE LEFT STRUGGLES TO HOLD BACK SURGE FROM RIGHT
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The very soul of Europe is at risk, Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez warned fellow European 
centre-left politicians who had gathered in Rome ahead of a difficult EU election campaign.

At stake was how to halt the seemingly unstoppable rise of right-wing and far-right parties in the 
European Parliament vote, which starts on Thursday in the Netherlands and continues across all 
27 EU member states until Sunday.

Only four EU member states have centre-left or left-wing parties in government and recent 
performances at the ballot box have been poor. The omens for the coming days are not good.
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