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IN KAZAKHSTAN, A ‘STORM' OVER DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AFTER MINISTER KILLED WIFE
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On November 9 last year, in the VIP room of a restaurant in Kazakhstans largest city, Almaty, 
Saltanat Nukenova was beaten to death by former minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev, her husband.

Surveillance footage shows him viciously punching and kicking Nukenova in the restaurant, which 
is owned by his family, before dragging her by the hair to a separate room, where there were no 
cameras.

As she lay dying in the suite, covered in her blood, Bishimbayev phoned a fortune-teller, who 
assured him his wife would be fine. When an ambulance finally arrived 12 hours later, Nukenova 
was pronounced dead at the scene. She was 31 years old.
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