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WITHOUT EUROPEAN REARMAMENT, NATO IS SETTING ITSELF UP FOR FAILURE

- 22.04.2024

Politico (22 April 2024)

With the war in Ukraine advancing into its third year, much ink has been spilled on how the
collective West has finally awakened from its strategic slumber, facing up to the threat Russia
poses to Europe.

But its time we face the facts: With the aid package to Ukraine finally passed by the U.S. Congress,
Europe has been slow to ramp up weapons and munitions production [] not only at the level
needed to support Kyiv but also in terms of replenishing the stocks NATO requires for its own
military. And with the situation on the ground deteriorating, a Russian victory in Ukraine could
come sooner than many predict — possibly even before U.S. President Joe Biden ends his term.

However, repeated warnings that, should Ukraine lose, Russia will reconstitute its land forces and
be ready to attack NATO have resulted in little more than procrastination and indecisive action.
And besides the countries along NATOs Eastern flank, Europes political leaders continue to behave
as though not much has changed, as their rhetoric has yet to be matched by commensurate action.
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