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EUROPEAN PROSECUTORS TAKE OVER BELGIAN PROBE INTO PFIZERGATE
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Top European prosecutors are investigating allegations of criminal wrongdoing in connection with 
vaccine negotiations between European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and the CEO 
of Pfizer, according to a spokesperson from the Liège prosecutor's office. 

Investigators from the European Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) have in recent months taken 
over from Belgian prosecutors investigating von der Leyen over "interference in public functions, 
destruction of SMS, corruption and conflict of interest," according to legal documents seen by 
POLITICO and a spokesperson from the Liège prosecutor's office. While EPPOs prosecutors are 
investigating alleged criminal offenses, no one has yet been charged in connection with the case.

The probe was originally opened by Belgian judicial authorities in the city of Liège in early 2023 
after a criminal complaint lodged by local lobbyist Frédéric Baldan. He was later joined by the 
Hungarian and Polish governments   ᐀  although the latter is in the process of withdrawing its 
complaint after the election win by a pro-EU government led by Donald Tusk, a Polish government 
spokesperson told POLITICO.
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