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Germans have long considered the blandness of their politics to be a virtue.

Chancellor Olaf Scholz, a man whose seeming automation earned him the sobriquet Scholzomat, 
was voted into office on an unspoken promise to keep German politics boring. He depicted himself 
as a guarantor of stability and as the natural heir to his predecessor, Angela Merkel, who reigned 
over Germany for 16 years while delivering equilibrium in increasingly volatile times.

But things havent worked out as planned for Scholz. German politics are now more fractious and 
charged than at any time in recent memory, with the country awash in protest and strikes, 
economic trouble brewing — and the German far right ascendant.
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