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Ukraines early adoption of first-person view drones tips the scales against an enemy fighting a 
conventional war.

Sergeant Yegor Firsov, deputy commander of a Ukrainian army strike drone unit, sounds 
exhausted in a voice message he sent to POLITICO from Avdiivka, an industrial city at the center of 
intense fighting on the eastern front.

Russian troops have been storming Avdiivka relentlessly for more than two weeks in an all-out 
effort to encircle the Ukrainian forces there. 
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