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Despite the push toward decoupling, China-West collaboration persists in South Americas Lithium 
Triangle. But in the age of strategic competition, how long will this last? 

In the vast, almost haunting expanse of the high Argentine desert, beneath layers of brine and 
time, lies an element that could easily be mistaken for table salt. Yet, this mineral holds the key to 
power electric vehicles, cell phones, and the whole green energy revolution. They call it white gold 
– lithium. 
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