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JAPAN AT THE CENTER OF AIRPOWER DEFENSE DIPLOMACY IN THE INDO PACIFIC
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The Diplomat (18 August 2023)

Shingo Nagata

Defense diplomacy is the peacetime diplomatic activity of militaries aimed at maintaining and
strengthening relations with allies and partners.

From August to October 2022, the German Air Force conducted its first large-scale deployment in
the Indo-Pacific region, known as Rapid Pacific. This was defense diplomacy by the German Air
Force, symbolized by the Air Ambassador paint scheme on one of the six Eurofighters deployed to
strengthen ties with allies and partners in the region, including Japan. Thus, Rapid Pacific marked
the beginning of full-fledged airpower defense diplomacy in the region.
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