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CHINA'S OKINAWA POLICY ATTRACTS ATTENTION

21.07.2023

The Diplomat (20 July 2023)

Shin Kawashima

A potential new trigger in China-Japan relations emerges.

A possibly more aggressive policy toward Okinawa by China has been attracting attention in East
Asia recently. The perception stems from an express reference made by Chinese President Xi
Jinping to Japans southernmost islands, known as the Ryukyu, in early June during a visit to the
China National Archives of Publications and Culture (CNAPC) and the Chinese Academy of History,
a repository of Chinese classical books. It is rare for a Chinese president to make such a reference,
giving rise to speculation that an underlying motive may be at play: a visit to China earlier this
month by Denny Tamaki, governor of Okinawa Prefecture as part of a delegation from Japan.
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