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Within Japan, there are debates as to how new  ጀ and how hawkish  ጀ  the 2022 National Security 
Strategy really is.

In December 2022, Japan announced a new National Security Strategy, including a significant 
increase of the defense budget and the acquisition of offensive weaponry. While the decision has 
been praised among the hawks of U.S. and transatlantic foreign policymaking, it is stirring up old 
ghosts of Japanese militarism in East Asia. At the same time, Japan has been advocating for 
nuclear disarmament, including at the recent G-7 meeting in Hiroshima; made tremendous 
headway in mending relations with South Korea; and engaged in meaningful dialogue with China, 
including a meeting between defense ministers in Singapore on June 3.
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