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EU CHIEFS FLEW TO UN CLIMATE TALKS IN PRIVATE JET
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BY GIOVANNA COI, KARL MATHIESEN AND MARI ECCLES

 

The EUs joint presidents flew to last year's U.N. climate talks in Egypt aboard a private jet, 
according to data seen by POLITICO that revealed heavy use of private flights by European Council 
President Charles Michel.

The flight data, received through a freedom of information request, shows that Michel traveled on 
commercial planes on just 18 of the 112 missions undertaken between the beginning of his term in 
2019 and December 2022. 

He used chartered air taxis on some 72 trips, around 64 percent of the total, including to the 
COP27 talks in Egypt last November and to the COP26 summit in Glasgow in 2021. Michel invited 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen on the flight to Egypt.
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