e AVRASYA
INCELEMELERI
MERKEZI
CENTER FOR

AVRASYA INCELEMELERI MERKEZI EURASIAN STUDIES
CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES

IS ATTACKING UKRAINE'S POWER GRID A WAR CRIME?
- 01.12.2022

BBC News (1 December 2022)

Russia's frequent and widespread attacks on Ukraine's power infrastructure have plunged millions
of people into darkness, depriving them of heat, power and water just as winter arrives and
temperatures drop below zero.

Many Ukrainian and Western leaders quickly condemned the strikes as war crimes because of the
harm done to the civilian population. But attacks on energy grids have long been part of warfare -
so is Russia's strategy a violation of international law?

With certain limitations, parts of a country's electrical grid can be considered legitimate targets if
they are used to power military facilities.
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