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UN CHIEF CALLS FOR DE ESCALATION IN IRAQ AMID PROTESTS
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United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Sunday called on Iraqi parties to de-
escalate the situation and avoid violence amid tension over the nomination of a new prime 
minister.

In a statement, his spokesperson Farhan Haq said the UN chief is "following with concern" the 
ongoing protests in Iraq that left many people injured.

"Freedom of expression and peaceful assembly are fundamental rights that must be respected at 
all times," he said.
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