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NATO SECRETARY GENERAL STOLTENBERG: THE SITUATION IN THE WESTERN BALKANS
IS BECOMING DANGEROUS

- 03.12.2021

Novitive (2 December 2021)

NATO foreign ministers launched a separate meeting during a planned meeting of the North
Atlantic Council in Riga on the situation in the Western Balkans (*) *, which the Alliance considers
worrying. NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg opened the meeting today.

"The Western Balkans region is of great importance to us. We are witnessing alarming
developments, we hear dangerous rhetoric in Bosnia and Herzegovina, there are tensions between
Belgrade and Pristina, reforms are stalled and foreign actors are stepping up their malicious
activities in the region., he said.

"NATO and the European Union are working closely together for the good of the region, not least in
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo," Stoltenberg said.

He also recalled NATQO's military operations in the former Yugoslavia in the 1990s, which he said
had "helped bring peace to the region".

The NATO ministerial meeting was attended by Josep Borrell, EU foreign policy chief and High
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy.

https: . icles/212508 " : L+ Stoltenbera%3A+The+ Situation-ti

(*) AVIM considers the term "Western Balkans" to be a politically motivated separatist
terminology and insist on the use of the geographical and historical identification
"Balkans" regarding the region.
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