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Modern Diplomacy (10 September 2021)

By Emil Avdaliani

Potential Armenia-Turkey rapprochement could have a major influence on South Caucasus
geopolitics. The opening of the border would allow Turkey to have a better connection with
Azerbaijan beyond the link it already has with the Nakhchivan exclave. Moscow will not be entirely
happy with the development as it would allow Yerevan to diversify its foreign policy and decrease
dependence on Russia in economy. The process nevertheless is fraught with troubles as mutual
distrust and the influence of the third parties could complicate the nascent rapprochement.

Over the past month Armenian and Turkish officials exchanged positive statements which signaled
potential rapprochement between the two historical foes. For instance, the Armenian PM Nikol
Pashinyan said that he was ready for reconciliation with Turkey without preconditions. Getting
back to the agenda of establishing peace in the region, | must say that we have received some
positive public signals from Turkey. We will assess these signals, and we will respond to positive
signals with positive signals, the PM stated. Turkeys President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Ankara
could work towards gradual normalization if Yerevan declared its readiness to move in this
direction.
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