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DISBELIEF AND BETRAYAL: EUROPE REACTS TO BIDEN'S AFGHANISTAN
‘MISCALCULATION'

- 17.08.2021

Politico (17 August 2021)

BY MATTHEW KARNITSCHNIG

Until Sunday, Europe thought Joe Biden was an expert on foreign policy.

Now, the American presidents decision to allow Afghanistan to collapse into the arms of the
Taliban has European officials worried he has unwittingly accelerated what his predecessor Donald
Trump started: the degradation of the Western alliance and everything it is supposed to stand for
in the world.

Across Europe, officials have reacted with a mix of disbelief and a sense of betrayal. Even those
who cheered Bidens election and believed he could ease the recent tensions in the transatlantic
relationship said they regarded the withdrawal from Afghanistan as nothing short of a mistake of
historic magnitude.
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