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IN NORD STREAM 2 FIGHT, UKRAINE GIVES EU TASTE OF ITS OWN BUREAUCRACY
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It was a bold, bureaucratic retort to a geopolitical provocation that would make the wonkiest, most 
wizened Brussels civil servant proud: After the U.S. and Germany announced a deal last week on 
Russias controversial Nord Stream 2 gas project, Ukraine yanked out its 2,135-page Association 
Agreement with the EU, and invoked two provisions to demand urgent consultations with the 
European Commission and the German government.

Theoretically, such discussions would give Ukraine a forum to insist on sanctions to prevent the 
pipeline from ever operating, or to demand higher financial compensation than Washington and 
Berlin have offered, along with stricter guarantees. 
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