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Heydar Aliyev was born on May 10, 1923 in Nakhchivan city of Azerbaijan. In 1939, after 
graduating from the Nakhchivan Pedagogical School, he entered the Architecture Department of 
the Industrial Institute of Azerbaijan (now the State Oil Academy of Azerbaijan), but the World War 
2 impeded the completion of his education.

Since 1941, Heydar Aliyev headed a department at the People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs of 
the Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic of Nakhchivan, and in 1944, was sent to work at state 
security bodies. He received special education in the cities of Leningrad (now Saint Petersburg) 
and Moscow. In 1957 he graduated from the History Department of the Azerbaijan State 
University. Having worked for twenty five years at state security bodies, Heydar Aliyev served as 
the deputy chairman of the State Security Committee under the Council of Ministers of the 
Azerbaijan SSR since 1964, and from 1967, held the office of chairman of the committee, and rose 
to the rank of a major general.

Elected as first secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Azerbaijan at the 
Plenary Session of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Azerbaijan in July 1969, 
Heydar Aliyev became the head of the republic.
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