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JAPAN DECIDES TO RELEASE WATER FROM FUKUSHIMA PLANT INTO SEA

- 12.04.2021

Nikkei Asia (9 April 2021)

 

The Japanese government has decided to release treated radioactive water accumulated at the 
crippled Fukushima nuclear plant into the sea despite opposition from fishermen, a source familiar 
with the matter said Friday.

It will hold a meeting of related ministers as early as Tuesday to formally decide on the plan, a 
major development following over seven years of discussions on how to discharge the water used 
to cool down melted fuel at the Fukushima Daiichi plant.

The release into the sea of the treated water containing radioactive tritium, which is said to pose 
little risk to human health, is likely to provoke concern among consumers and neighboring 
countries such as China and South Korea. The government had initially hoped to make a decision 
on the discharge of the treated water in October last year but later decided it would need more 
time for discussions amid staunch concern about reputational damage to marine products.
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