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OPINION: VLADIMIR PUTIN HEDGES HIS BETS ON UKRAINE

- 09.04.2021

Deutsche Welle (8 April 2021)

Vladimir Putin is trying to force the United States and the EU to put pressure on Ukraine's
government. The Russian strongman's experiences since 2014 make him think he just might
succeed, DW's Konstantin Eggert writes.

Vladimir Putin is irritated: There's Joe Biden's recent "Putin is a killer" ABC interview, the painful
sanctions imposed on the Russian aerospace industry by the White House in early March and, just
as important, the latest moves by the administration of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy.

These include the closure of the pro-Kremlin media in Ukraine and sanctions on Russian
government organizations []J including the Rossotrudnichestvo agency, a soft-power vehicle
similar to China's Confucius Institute. Zelenskiy's administration also imposed sanctions on
Ukraine's main pro-Kremlin politician, Viktor Medvedchuk, whose daughter is Putin's godchild.
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