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Melikan Kucam, a member of the Mechelen city council in Belgium for the Flemish nationalist party 
New Flemish Alliance (NVA), was sentenced by a court on Tuesday (12 January) to eight years in 
prison for human smuggling. 

Kucam in 2015 was given free reign by then Belgian state secretary for asylum and migration, 
Theo Francken (also of the NVA) to compile lists of Syrian Christians. 
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