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MONTENEGRO'S PRESIDENT REJECTS CHANGES TO CONTROVERSIAL RELIGION LAW
- 05.01.2021

RFE/RL (2 January 2021)

Montenegrin President Milo Dukanovic has refused to approve amendments to a controversial law
on religion that has been sharply criticized by ethnic Serbs and the Serbian Orthodox Church.

A total of 41 deputies of the ruling coalition, which is composed of pro-Serb parties and is closely
aligned with the Serbian Orthodox Church, in the 81-seat legislature backed amendments to the
Law on Freedom of Religion in a vote on December 29 that was boycotted by the opposition.

The presidents office claimed it was unclear if the required number of lawmakers had been
present in parliament during the vote. If lawmakers vote for the amendments again, the president
is obliged to sign them.

Under Montenegro's religion law adopted a year ago, religious communities must prove property
ownership from before 1918. That is the year when predominantly Orthodox Christian Montenegro
joined the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes -- and the Montenegrin Orthodox Church was
subsumed by the Serbian Orthodox Church, losing all of its property in the process.

The Serbian Orthodox Church, its supporters, and pro-Serbian parties claimed the law could enable
the Montenegrin government to impound church property, though officials deny that they intend
to do this.
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